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A Study on the Use of Particles in Russian
Khin Nyunt Toe!

Abstract

The present paper is the study on the use of particles in Russian language. The
particles in question were grouped into four main categories: semantic particles;
formative particles; negative particles and auxiliary particles. Among the four
types of particles, semantic particles such as demonstrative particles, affirmative
particles, interrogative particles, emphatic particles, limitative particles, definite
participles and exclamatory particles constitute a large part of Russian particles.
All the particles were analysed in this paper by using the descriptive method. In
Russian Grammar, most of the words in a sentence can change forms. Particles,
however, remain in the same form since they are not the content words in the
Russian sentence structure. Through this paper, it can be learnt that everyday
Russianconsists of particles and these participles have specific position and
function in a sentence, which can decide that use of the participles. The data
about participles and their use collected from the Russian prescribed texts such
as The Comprehensive Course of Russiani I pammamurxaPycckozof3vikaand
Russianbody were given with examples.
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Introduction

Participles are words which constitute in everyday discourse of a
language and they function as one of the main parts of speech of the language.
Participles modify the meaning of a word in a sentence. In Russian, participles are
the common constituents of spoken language. Some semantic participles such as
BOT, 3TO, Ha)ke, BEIb, K€, HEYKEIH, TOJbKO, JINIIb, UMEHHO, KaKkpas, Hy, pa3Be,
and mu pinpoint the emotions, thoughts and attitudes of the interlocutors in a
conversation. Formative participles such as masaii,myckait,mycts,andosiare used to
suggest or persuade others to do something. Participles which are negativesuch as
Het,He, anduu are used to negate a word or a sentence. There are also particles
which lack definite meaning of their own and they are known as auxiliary
participles (e.g. -to, -HuOymp,koe-). These auxiliary particles are used with
interrogative pronouns and adverbs to talk about something or somewhere
indefinite. With regard to their position in sentences, participles are usually placed
at the beginning of a sentence, and either before or after a word they modify.
Participles which are commonly found in everyday Russian lessons are
affirmative participle- /Ia, and negative participles Heand Her. For the present
study, the focus was on such participles as well as others found in the Russian
prescribed text books currently used in teaching Russian as a foreign language.

Aim
The aim of the study is to explore the Russian participles found in
everyday conversations, and lessons, and their use in sentence construction with
example sentences. It is hoped that learners of Russian language can have a better
understanding of the participles in the language they are learning. With their

sound understanding of the participles, the learners will be able to construct
sentences and write dialogues in Russian correctly.

'Daw, Lecturer, Department of Russian, Mandalay University of Foreign Languages
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Literature Review

The data for the study were collected from various sources such as
Comprehensive Course Russian (2002), I'pammaruka Pycckoro SI3bikaB
VYupaxuenusixu Kommenrapusx. Mopodonorus (2007), books on Russian
language and internet website. According to I'pammarika Pycckoro SI3bikaB
YnpaxuenusxuKommenrapusx. Mopdoaorust (2007), participles are part of
speech that modifies a word or a sentence. The book is currently prescribed as a
text book for MA first year students studying Russian as a foreign language. The
data were taken with reference to the books on Russian and Comprehensive
Course Russian (2002) to identify the types of participles and their place in a
sentence.

Materials and Method

The materials for the data were mostly prescribed text books for teaching
Russian language (i.e. prescribed texts for BA Russian classes, MA Russian
classes at Mandalay University of Foreign Languages), I'pammaruka Pycckoro
S3sikaB YnpaxkuenusxuKommenrtapusx. Mopdomorusico Comprehensive Course
Russian, Russian-Myanmar dictionaries and internet websites. A descriptive
method is used to analyse the data into categories.

Research Questions

1. What are the most common participles in Russian?
2. Why are those participles more common than others?
3. Why do participles in Russian Grammar not change in form?

Finding and Discussion

There are a lot of particles in everyday Russian language. Particles are the
words which emphasize the meaning of the words. They play an important role
when talking about emotions and thoughts. There are four main types of particles
in Russian ad they normally keep the same forms. Though some of the particles
do not have any definite meaning of their own, their meaning can be interpreted
with the help of the words around them. The function and the word formation of
the particles are quite similar to those of adverbs and exclamation in nature.

1. Classification of Particles in Russian

There are four types of particles in Russian. They are semantic particles,
formative particles, negative particles and auxiliary particles. The particles are
classified as in the following table.
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PaszpsaabraacTun

category of particles

Yacruubl = Particles

OTTCHKHU3HAYCHHUSA

shades of meaning

CMI)ICJ'IOBI)IC‘IaCTI/IHI)I

Semantic particles

ot = there, here, Bou = there,

over there , 3to = thisis

YKa3aTeJIbHbIC

Demonstrative

na =yes, nedicteurensHo = indeed, really YTBEPAUTEIILHBIC
KoHeuHo = certainly , eméosr = I’ll say Affirmative
J1 = N0 meaning , passe = really, BOTIPOCHTCIIEHBIC

Heyxenu = really?

Interrogative

Ke = eVer, yx = SO, be sure, maxxe = even

) \ YCUITUTEBHBIE
BeIb = IS it? , Tak = SO , Bcé-Ttaku = still, )
however Emphatic
Toneko = only , nus = only ,
- OrpaHNYHTENBHEIE
UCKITIoUnTENnbHO = Solely,
Limitative
noutu = almost , uyne-ue = nearly
UMeHHO = exactly , Touno = true , OnpeienuTensHO-
Kak pa3s = just, mpocto = simply, YTOUHAOLINE
npsvo = really Definite
yTo 3a = What!, kak = how! , BOCKJIMLIATEIbHBIE

Hy u = there’s...!

Exclamatory

dopmoobpasyroriye
YaCTHIBI

Formative Particles

naBaii = let us , mycts = let, may,

651 = would

MOBCIIUTCIIBHOC
HAKJIOHCHUA TIJ1aJiojia

imperativemood

OtpurnarensHeie
YaCTHUIIEI

Negative Particles

HET = N0, He = Not, Hu = hot a

BBIPa)KEHUE OTPUIIAHUS

express negation

BcnomorarensHbie
YaCTHUIILI

Auxiliary Particles

- TO, - HUOYHB, - b0, KOe -

= nomeaning

HOBOC CJIOBO

New word

2. Semantic Particles

In Russian language, particles which indicate the meaning and sources of
words used in the sentences (utterances) are termed as semantic particles.
Semantic particles can be further divided into seven sub-categories: demonstrative
particles, affirmative particles, interrogative particles, emphatic particles,
limitative particles, definite participles and exclamatory particles.

2.1 Demonstrative Particles

Demonstrative particles are used to talk about places, things and persons
in a sentence. Bot,BoH,and sto are demonstrative particles in Russian and they are
usually placed at the beginning of the sentence modifying either a phrase or the
whole sentence. Their use in the sentences can be studied as shown in the
following examples.

e.g. 1. Bor= hereis

BomBpamnixitodw HOMCEp 2 HATpCTbLCMITAKE.

- Here is your key. It’s Room 312 on Third floor.
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2. Bon =overthere
OTONpPUATHBIEKOMHATBL ArjeBaHHas?
Bontam.

- A: The rooms are nice. And, where is the bathroom?
B: Over there.

3. Oro = thisis

3npascTByiite! ImorosopurBnaanmupllonos,npyrMapka.
- Good morning! This is Mark’s friend Valadime speaking.
2.2 Affirmative Particles

To confirm about something, affirmative particles are used in Russian
language. They are na,neicTBUTENILHO,KOHEYHO,TOYHO,eMmE0bI, anduy. Among
them, ma is mostly found in both spoken and written language. The examples
below classify their use in the context.

e.g. 1.la = Yes

SImaorooBac3Haw.Hy,HanmpuMep, 13Ha10, YTOBBI3AMYKEM.
Bamemymyxy45ner. OnpaboTaeTBOaHKE. ITOTAK?

Ha,pToTak.

- A: 1 know you well. You’ve got married. Your husband is 45 and he
works in a bank. Is that right?
B: Yes, right.

2. JleiicrBuTenbHo = indeed, really
TreI3HAEIb, MHEDCH CIN UM €/1b HOHYKHOKYITUTHIIIAIIKY.

- You know you really need a hat.

3. Koneuno = of course , certainly
BricBoOoHBI?
Koneuno,canurech,oxxanyicra.

- A: Do you have some time?
B: Of course. Take a seat.

4. eméonl = of course, I’ll say!

Ewiéont! BenpTricaMxopoIourpaembsphyTooL

- Of course, I’ll say you can play football very well.
5. my = well

AxakmblIpyrapyray3Haém?
Hy,s10710HJUHBBICOKOTOPOCTACO0 P00

- A: Hey, how can we identify each other?
B: Well, I’'m tall with blond hair and a beard.

2.3 Interrogative Particles

In everyday Russian language, interrogative particles are used to make
questions without interrogative words. mu,pa3Be, andueyxenu are interrogative
particles in Russian. Of these, the particle nu does not have own meaning. In
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Russian Grammar, nu is usually placed after a word in a sentence and then the
sentence becomes a question conveying the meaning of the word the particle is
used together. The particles pazeeandueyscenu have the same meaning and
usually found at the beginning of a sentence. paszeeisused when the speaker wants
to make sure something during a talk whereas neyarcenu is used express a doubt
by the speaker about something talked about.

e.g. 1 mm = HEIIEPEBOAUTCH
CMOkeTenuBBIOPOCUTHMOENMCHMOBIIOUTOBBIMSIIIHK.
- Can you please send my letter to the mailbox, please?
2. passe = really?
Pa3zeeonnpuezxaeTBTpriaca’?
- Will he really be here at 3?
3. Heyxenu = really?, is it possible?
HeyscenustroMy10MyCTONET?
- Is it possible that this house will last for a century?
2.4 Emphatic Particles

In order to give an emphasis on a word in a sentence or on an utterance,
the speakers can use emphatic particles in Russian. Such emphatic particles are
Jaxe,Ke,Belb,yxK,Tak, and Bcé-raku. The particle maxeis usually found before the
word which the speaker wants to emphasize. The other two particles >xe andsenp
have similar meaning, the former being next to the word which needs emphasis
while the latter being at any place in a sentence. The examples given below are
the use of emphatic particles.

e.g. 1.:ke=5s0

[Touemyacersineurpaeninb?

- So why don’t you play?

2. y:k = be sure

SlHenpuHUMAaNapeIeHNs , STOYHCTOUHO.

- It’s sure I haven’t decided yet.

3. naxe = €ven

DT00arrcepedEHOKIIOHUMAET.

- Even a child can understand it.

4. Beap = isit.

[TouemMyTBIMEHSIHECTYIIIACIIb, I6€0b3KENaI0Te0ETOILKOA00pa.

- Why don’t you listen to me? It is my desire for you to be good.

5. Tak = S0

Kosneuno. Tax . Jaitew MOXKaJTyHCTao
BaIlMACIOPTUBOIUTEIbCKHETIPaBA.

- Ok, so could I have your passport and the driving license, please?
6. Bcé-Taxu = still
BriMHe6cé-maxuckaxmuTe,ecauscaeIa0mnoKy,X0poIIo?

- You are still here to correct me if [ make mistakes, aren’t you?
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2.5 Limitative Particles

Particles used to limit the time, number and things being talked about in
Russian are known as limitative particles. Toabko,/HIIb, KCKITIOYUTEIBHO,TOYTH,
anduytene. The particles tompkoand aummshave similar meaning and their
position in a sentence is usually before the word to describe the limitation.
Example sentences are given as below.

e.g. 1. Toabko =only

HmaﬂbKOHOCMOTpeJICTaTI)IO,HOHGYCHGJIBHHMaTeHLHOHquHTaTb.

- AsIdon’t have much time, I only run through the article.

2. ammb = only

JTut s MBIBBIIUTAN3 IOMA, TOTIIETT IO 5K 1Tb.

- It started to rain only when we went out of the house.

3. uckiawuuTeabHo = Solely

OkoHuaTeIpHOEPEIICHUEOY Ty TIPUHUMAT U CKIIOY UM e/IbHOTOCYAPCTBA-

YYaCTHHUKH.

- The decision will be made solely by the government officials.

4. mourn = almost

TrITEnepbroBOPUIIBIO- PYCCKUROUMUOE3aKIICHTA.

- Now, you can almost speak like a native Russian.

5. yyth He = nearly , almost

3Haelb,BUepasyymbHe3a0bLI0TBOSHITPOCHOE.

- You know I almost forgot what you have asked for yesterday.
2.6 Definite Particles

Definite particles modify the important matter in sentences and utterances
in Russian. Some of them are quite similar to adverbs. What distinguishes
between the definite particles and adverbs in Russian is their use in the sentence.
HMEHHO,TOYHO,Kakpa3,mpoctoandmpsimo are definite particles in Russian. They
are never used in collocation with the words which show or express uncertainty.
In interrogative sentences, kakpasis not used with question words and

conjunctions in one sentence. The following are the examples of the use of
definite particles.

1. umenno = exactly
CKaXUTeMHE,KTOUMEHHOCOOOIIINITEOE00ITOM.

- Please, tell me who gave you information about this matter exactly.
2. TouHO = true

beckoneuHocTh. BrinpaBbl. AGCOIIOTHOMOUHO.

- It’s true that you are always right.

3. kak pa3 = just

OHIpUILIENKAKPA3BTOBPEMSsivo KOTAAETOK AN

- He has just arrived while we are waiting for him.

4. mpocro = simply
Her,sHuKynanecneuly,npocmoHexouyBac3aiep>KuBaTh.

- No, I’'m not in a hurry. I simply don’t want you to be late.
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2.7 Exclamatory Particles

In Russian sentences and utterances, exclamatory particles are used to
express surprise, joy or terror of the speakers. urtosa,kak, anduyu are such
particles to express exclamation. The examples are as follow.

e.g. 1.uro3a=what!

Ymo3zapedtEHok!

- What a child!

2. kak = how!

Jleon,kaksipanreOsBuIETD!

- How glad I am to see you, Leo!

3. ny u =there’s ...!

Hyumononen!

- There it is! The clever child!
3. Formative particles

Formative particles are particles which change their form based on the
situations they are used in, for example, for a request, commend, or suggestion.
AaBaii,mycTh,myckaii,6b1and -kaare formative particles in Russian. The particle
—kais used in speech to express politeness. It is usually placed behind the verb to
make the action sound polite. Another particle 6s1is used before or after a verb to
express an imaginary situation. The particle mamaiihas got its form from the
verbmaBate and express a suggestion (e.g. Let’s go.). The particles mycrn
andmyckaiihave similar meaning and are used to make a wish or give a blessing.
The following are the examples of formative particles.

e.g. 1. JlaBaii = letus
HasaiinoigéMBmecTe.
- Let’s go together.
2. Ilycte = let, may
HycmbBHOBOMFO,Z[YI/ICHOJ'IH}ITC}IBCCBaIHI/I)KeJIaHI/IH.
- May your wishes come true in the new year.
3. 61 = would
SlowxoTenaBuaeTbEroOABarogaHa3as,
- 1 would really like to see him since two years ago.
4. - ka = willyou

3aKpoi -KaOKHO.

- Will you please close the window?
4. Negative Particles

To say something is not true or to make a negation in sentences or
utterances, negative particles are used in Russian. The negative particle wueris
used to give a negative answer to an interrogative sentence. Another negative
particle ne is used before the word (either verb, noun, pronoun, or adverb) to
express negation. Generally in negative sentences, the negative particle um is used
together with ne. The examples for the use of negative particles are given as
below.
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e.g. 1.Her=No
HoGperiiBeuep. BemmzPoccum
Hem.

- A: Good evening. Are you from Russia?
B: No.

2. He = not
ByapremoOpbico 3TOTCAMONETIETHT IO MOCKBEL
He3znaro.

- A: Excuse me. Is this the flight to Moscow?
B: I do not know.

3. Hu = nota
HexovercanuecTbHunuTs.

- 1 do not want to eat or drink. ( | have no appetite.)
5. Auxiliary Particles

The auxiliary particles in Russian are -to,-Hu0yab, -au6o, and Koe-.
They do not have definition of their own. The particle —tois used when the
speaker talks about something he is not sure or something he doesn’t know. The
particle —uméyanalso shows uncertainty but the speaker can make out it is about
something or someone among many others. The particle koe- is used when the
speaker does not want to express something or when he thinks there is no need to
express that thing. In Russian Grammar, only indefinite pronouns and adverbs,
not the particles, in the sentences change in word forms. When the interrogative
pronouns and adverbs are placed before or after the auxiliary particles, they
change forms into indefinite pronouns and adverbs and become meaningful words
in sentences.

e.g. krto -to(SOmeone)
yro - HHOyaB(SOMething)
Korjga - Jaubo(sometime)
koe - rae(somewhere)

Particles are part of speech which constitutes everyday spoken and written
language. Particles are the words which modify the other words in sentences and
utterances. In Russian Grammar, among the six cases used in sentences, verbs,
nouns, adjective, and pronouns change their word forms according to the context
they are used. In the case of particles, they do not change forms since they are not
the content words in sentences. Particles are just words which are used to help the
speakers express their emotions, thoughts and attitudes. In Russian dialogues, the
most common particles are affirmative particle Taand negative particles Heand
Her. The interrogative particle smudoes not have original meaning but carries the
meaning of the word before it, and it is used in questions depriving of question
words. The auxiliary particles -to, -uu6yapb, -smoo0,and koe-do not have own
meaning. When interrogative pronouns are placed before or after these auxiliary
particles, they change forms as indefinite interrogative pronouns and adverbs
which finally become meaningful in sentences. This paper is a study to report the
particles in Russian language with reference to the prescribed texts to teach
Russian as a foreign language.
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Conclusion

As the present paper highlights the particles in Russian and their use in
everyday language, it is hoped that the readers can have some benefits to
construct the dialogues in Russian correctly. The particles are described in four
main categories as semantic particles, formative particles, negative particles and
auxiliary particles. Each category is further explained in details according to their
sub-categories with examples. It can be learnt that in Russian language, particles
are usually placed either before or after the words they modify, or right before the
sentence. They do not change in forms in sentences. With this report in mind, the
learners of Russian language will be able to learn the target language more
effectively and appropriately.
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