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A Study of Derivation by means of Suffixation in Russian and
Myanmar Languages

Thida Win*
Abstract

This research focuses on the study of derivation by means of suffixation in
Russian and Myanmar Languages. There are two kinds of derivation: class-
maintaining derivation and class-changing derivation. These two kinds of
derivation are found in both in Russian and Myanmar Languages. This research
only focuses on derivation by means of suffixation. For the class-changing
derivation, verb-noun derivation, verb-adverb derivation, adjective-noun
derivation and adjective-adverb derivation are presented for both Russian and
Myanmar Languages. For the class-maintaining derivation, noun derivation,
adjective derivation and adverb derivation by suffixing, the similarity as well as
the differences in Russian and Myanmar Languages are presented with examples
in this research. The present paper aims to help Russian Specialization learners
to understand the formation of word and to apply their knowledge into practice.
It will also help the language teachers as well as the learners to some extent.

Keywords: Suffixation, Class-changing derivation, Class-maintaining

derivation
Introduction

A language has two kinds of structures: spoken language and written
language, and the grammatical structure is more common in written language.
Derivation of words which include in the formation of words plays a key role in
grammatical system. Class-changing derivation and class-maintaining derivation
can be extended by affixation method. Derivation by means of affixation can also
be found both in Russian and Myanmar Languages. There are three kinds of
affixation: prefix, infix and suffix but this paper highlights only the derivation by
means of suffixation. In class-maintaining derivation, the new word does not
change its category but in class-changing derivation, the new word changes its
category. The research is based on the prior knowledge and personal teaching
experience. This paper assists Russian Specialization students to raise awareness
of derivation by means of suffixation.

Literature Review

Comparative study of derivation in Russian and Myanmar Languages has
not found. But this research paper is prepared by using the Russian Grammar
book (Pycckasrpammaruka) 1980 and published by Science Department (Russian
University), the book morpheme and words structure Modern Russia
(CoBpemenHbIiipycckuiisi3bik. BomnpockiMopdeMukuucioBoodpaszoBanus), Written
by UN.B.EsceeBa, writer from Russian Department, Teacher training school ,
Siberian Federation University, Krasnoyarsk Publisher,2007, the book
MopdodosorusicoBpemenHoropycckorosisbika, published by Language and Culture
Department, St. Petersburg University, 2009, the book, A Practical Grammar with
Exercise, written by 1.M. Pulkina (1999) Progress Publishers, Moscow, Myanmar
Grammar book published by Myanmar Language Organization, Department of
Myanmar and Language (2016).

'Daw, Lecturer, Department of Russian, Mandalay University of Foreign Languages
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Aim
To understand derivation by means of suffixation in Russian and
Myanmar Languages.
To be able to derivate new words by comprehending the methods for the
students by themselves.

To be able to recognize the original words when the new words that are
derivate by suffixes are found in Russian and Myanmar Languages.

To promote language skills by analyzing the derivation by means of
suffixationin Russian and Myanmar.

Materials and Method

This research is presented by using the data from the books such as
Russian Grammar books, internet, Russian Dictionary, Myanmar Grammar,
Linguistics and Study of Myanmar morphology (Study of Linguistics) by using
comparative method.

Research Questions

1. Why do Myanmar Students who are learning Russian Language need to
learn derivation by means of suffixation?

2. Which methods are used derivation by means of suffixationin Russian
and Myanmar Languages?

3. What are the effects of comparative study of derivation by means of
suffixation in Russian and Myanmar Languages?

Findings

This research presents derivation by means of suffixation. Derivation by
means of suffixation by means combination of prefix, suffix or infix to a stem
(root), and the root change its feature, grammar and meaning and form a new
word is called derivation by means of suffixation.

For example, verbs such as Q)O:IC\?(Q)I c@o (eat, do, say ) are combined
with prefix t , the combination becomes nouns such as wmeoo: araa?fn
33@@0( food, work, saying ). Moreover, verbs such as Goooézlogozl oo: (be good,
go, eat ) are combined with suffixes such as g1 @éu oep, the combination can
be new nouns such as emn&:g1 a30:[8¢:1 @oteep(good deeds, going, food). In
this research, there are two kinds of derivation by means of suffixation:

(1) Class-changing derivation
(2) Class-maintaining derivation.
1.Class-changing derivation
Class-changing derivation is creating new words by using affixes or other
ways. In this way, the new word forms a new category.*
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A lot of derivation can be found in Russian and Myanmar languages. They
are verb-noun derivation, verb- adverb derivation, adjective-noun derivation and
adjective-adverb derivation.

1.1. Verb-noun derivation by using suffix in Russian and Myanmar
Languages

In Russian Language, nouns can be formed by using suffix to verb.
Suffixes that can form noun from verb are: uue, -tenb, -JIbHS, -JIbHUK, -bE, -HUK, -
YUK, -IIHK, -AIBIIUK, -€1I, -a4, -yH, -OK, -apb, -ajb, -aTop, -Ep, -€p, -Op, -aHT, -€HT,
-aT, -Ka, -ylIKa, -1IKa, -€Hue, -€Hbe, -aHue, -Hbe, -H, -Hulle, -JIUlle, ~-HUIa, -€Hb, -
Hb, -OCTh, -UMOCTb, -€MOCTb, ~-EHHOCTb, -The, -allusl, -1, -1, CHIU, -1Ms, -
s, -0oTa.

For example,
Verb + suffix = Noun
[Mucats (to write) + | Tenb = | mucarens (writer, author)
Cnars (to sleep) + | IpHS = | cnanbhst (bedroom)
Xomouts (tocool) + | JIbHUK = | xomoaunbHuK (refrigerator)

In Russian Language, most verbs are ending in ts. So, the final letter T
has to be dismissed in verb-noun derivation. According to above example, the
verb IMucats is combined with suffix tens and form the noun mucarens. In the
same way, the verb Cmare is combined with suffix meus and form the noun
crianbhs, the verb Xomoxuts is combined with suffix smeruk and form the noun
xonoauiasHUK. Moreover, in Russian Language, forming noun from verb can be
not only for non-living things but also living things. For example, the verb nucars
(write) can be formed two kinds of nouns as mucanme (writing) andmwucarens
(writer,author). Combining with suffix —texns usually forms living thing noun.
But sometimes, the verb (Beixmrouars =turn off, switch off) can be form non-
living noun (Beixmrogarens = switch) by using suffix.

In Myanmar Language, noun can be formed by using suffix from verb. By
combining suffix, verb (root) forms noun. Suffixes in Myanmar Language that
can change verb to noun are - (g&:191 oep goS1 eo308:i eepi gios.

For example,
Verb + suffix = noun
oy §:00 (be healthy) | + 5¢: = | oqi§:00(g¢: (being healthy)
oo: (eat) + o = | on:0ep(food)
o30g¢ (invent) + @ = | o3og&e (invention)

According to the above examples, the verb oq|.§:eo(be healthy) can be
form noun ogj§:e0(gS: (being healthy) by using suffix(gé:. In the same way, the
verb oo (eat) can be changed into noun ex:eep (food) by using suffix eqpand the
verb o3ogé ( to invent) forms noun oSogég (invention) by using suffixg.
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1.2. Verb-Adverb derivation in Russian and Myanmar Languages

In Russian Language, adverb can be formed from verb by using suffix.
Suffixes that can change verb to adverb are - -ms, -BMs1,-KOM, -104H, -y4HCH.

For example,
Verb + | suffix | = Adverb
Jlexars (lie) + | M = | nexwms (lie)
Pesers (howl,roar) + | M = | peBms (howl)
Momuars (silent) + | KOM = | momukowm (Silently)
urparts (to play) + | roun = | urparoun (easily,playfully)
kpacthes (to steal) + | yuuch = | kpaayuucs (Stealthily)

In Russian Language, forming adverb from verb by using suffix, some
verbs are not infinitive form but adverb can be formed by affixing suffix to the
conjugation of the verb (third person)they. ror,yr, verbs of the 1% conjugation
have the personal endings of third person(they).For the word onuurpator (They
are playing) ,urpatot (be playing) , the final letter from urpaor is dismissed and
putting suffix to form adverb. The word urparoun andkpaxyuucs are adverbs that
are formed in this way.

In Myanmar Language, verbs can be suffixed to form adverb.Suffixes are

go and s§.
For example,

Verb + suffix | = adverb
coo:oo: (to respect) | + 22 = | ecozooigo (respectfully)
o3 (to sharp) + 0§ = | 0394 (sharply)
aceé (to be friend) | + o = | sCecgo(friendly)

In Myanmar Language, the adverb aéeégois formed by affixing goto the
verbséed. In the same way, the adverb o394 is formed by affixings§ to the verb
o3 and the verb ecozontis changed to adverbeco:eo:go by using suffixgo.

1.3. Adjective-noun derivation in Russian and Myanmar Languages

In Russian Language, noun can be formed by suffixing to adjective.
Suffixesare-ora, -0cTb, -€Ba, -€CTh, -b€, -UK, -U3H, -MHCTBO, -MHA, -HAa, -HII, ~-UCT.

For example,

Adjective + | suffix | = Noun
no6perit (kind) + | ota = | mobpora (Kindness)
HOBBI# (NEW) + | ocTh = | HOBOCTb (NEWS)
cunnii (blue) + | eBa = | cunesa (blue)
ceexxuii (fresh) + | ecTh = cBexxecth (freshness)
Bapensiit (boiled) + | e = | Bapenbe (preserve, Jam)
otnuunbiid (excellent) + | UK = | ortmmunuk (excellent pupil)
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In Russian language, adjective are ending in —brif, —uii, —oii. So, the
ending letters —sr1it, —uii, —oii are dismissed from adjectives in forming noun from
adjective. According to the above examples, the adjectiveno6psiii(kind) is
suffixing with-ora to form the noun no6pota (kindness). In the same way, the
noun rosocth (News) is formed by suffixing with -octs to the adjective noBbIit
(new), the adjective cunwuii (blue) is suffixed with -esa to form the noun cunesa
(blue), the noun ceexects (freshness) is formed from the adjective csexuii (fresh)
by suffixing with -ects, the suffix -be is affixed to the adjective Bapensrii (boiled)
to form the noun Bapenne (preserve, Jam) and the noun ornmunuk (excellent
pupil) is formed by suffixing with -uk to the adjective otimunstit (excellent).

In Myanmar Language, nouns can be formed by suffixing to adjective.
Suffixes are -1 suc73| gézlcqzloep.

For example,
adjective + suffix = noun
eondé:(good) L) = Goooézi (good deed/ goodness)
oq:[go: (significant) | + | gjo3 = | og:[g0:q)05 (significance)
q9¢ (brave) + | [gé: = | §qéfsé: (bravery)

In Myanmar Language, nouns can be formed by suffixing with g1
05 (8S:1eqioep to adjectives. The adjectivesanod: is suffixed withgto form the
nouneaoc:g. In the same way, the noun oq:(go:q)05 is formed by suffixing with
gjoo fto the adjective og:(so:and the adjective §q¢ is suffixed with (gS: to form
the noun §ecaé:.
1.4 .Adjective-adverb derivation in Russian and Myanmar Language

In Russian Language, adverb can be formed by affixing suffix to adjective.
Suffixes are -u, -o, -e.

For example,
Adjective + | suffix | = Adverb
Hpyxeckuii (friendly) +|u =| apyxecku (friendly)
Hurepecusiii (interesting) +]o0 =| uarepecuo (interestingly)
ITnoxoii (bad) +]o0 =| mwroxo (badly)
Cpeuwuii (middle) +le =| cpeane ( middling)

In Russian Language, adjectives are ended with —brit, —mii, —oii, SO the
ending letters —srit, —mit, —oii are dismissed to form adverbs from adjective by
using suffix. Forming adverb JIpyxecku (friendly) from adjective Ipyxeckwuii
(friendly) by using suffix u, the adverb unrepecuo (interestingly) is formed by
affixing with suffixofrom adjective Wurepecusiit  (interesting), the
adjectivellnoxoit (bad) is affixed with suffix oto form the adverbmioxo (badly)
and the affix e is affixed to the adjective Cpennuit (middle) to form adverb
cpenne ( middling). In forming adverbs from adjectives, for the adjectives ending
with —sriiand —oi, the suffix is o and for the adjectives ending in —uii , the suffix
is e. Although the adjective is ending with the letteruii, ck is in front of the ending
letter, the suffix is u.

In Myanmar language,adverbs can be formed by using suffix from
adjective. Suffixes are —go and s§ .
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For example,

adjective + suffix = adverb
emac:(good) + 2o = Goooé:go (well)
¢ (hot) + o8 = | 9a4 (hotly)

1.5. Verb-noun derivation in Russian and Myanmar Languages

It is found that nouns can be formed by affixing suffix(1) and suffix (2) to
verbin Russian Language.

For example,
Verb + | suffix (1) | + | suffix (2) | = Noun
[Mucats (to write) | + | Tenb + | HUNA = | mucaTeNbHUIA
(writer, author)
Yunus (to teach) | + | Tenb + |Huua = | yduTenbHUIA
(teacher)

According to this example, verbs such as “nucatsandyuuts” is suffixed
with “—rtens” to form the nouns “nucarens (male writer, male author)andyuurens
(male teacher)” and suffixed with “-auma” to form mucarensuuna (female writer,
female author)andyunrtensuuna(female teacher). Although these new words are
differed from the nouns suffixed with “~tenn”, these words are in noun form
according to grammar rules.

In Myanmar language, noun can be formed by affixing with suffix (1) and
suffix (2) to verb. By suffixing in this way, the verb change into noun. Suffix (1)
is —eq and suffix (2) is -0 eo:.

For example,
verb + | suffix (1) | +| suffix(2) = noun
cm%n?$(rebel) t | eq + | o0e0: = GOO’SQ?$GS]::DGO:
(revolutionary)
@l@é(repair) + |eq: + | o0eo: = @l@écq:ooeo:
(repairer)

The new nouns eondcpsee: (revolution) and (g[oceq: (repairing) are
formed by suffixing with eq:to the verbseosScps (rebel) and [g[oc (repair) . By
suffixing with ooeo:to the nouns eoxdcogeq: (revolution) and (goceq;
(repairing), other new nouns eox5cy §eq:aoeo: (revolutionary) and [g)gS ez 0o:

(repairer) are formed. These new nouns are differed from the noun suffixed with
cq:, these words are nouns according to grammar rule.

2. Class-maintaining derivation

Class-maintaining derivationis creating a new word by affixing. In this
way, the new word is the same category with the original word."

! :D$:OO$:§.I9IIDGO'\)II@J
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Class-maintaining derivationin Russian and Myanmar Languages is not
found as many as class-changing derivation. In Myanmar Language, class-
maintaining derivation is only found in noun-noun derivation. In Russian
Language, it is found that not only noun-noun derivation but also adjective-
adjective derivation and adverb-adverb derivation in class-maintaining derivation.
2.1. Noun derivation

In Russian Language, it is found that new noun can be formed by suffixing
to noun. Suffixes are - cTBo, -4eCTBO, -4HK, -UCT, -OK, -HHUK, -Ep, -U3M, -Pb, -0, -
ap, -app, -OHEp, -HUILIA, -U1a, -OBULIA, -OBH:, -HJ, -HIlIC, -OBUIIIC, -UHA, -OBUHA, -
HKa, -UCT, -aT, -uT, -uH, -aHuH, -ypa, -uaja, -aJ1a, -uaH, -ax, -uaf, -0BKa, -OBaHUE,
-€BaHME, -alus, ~-CMEH, -03, -0JI, -apuH, -OpHii, -CTBO, -€CTBO, -a]l, -ypr, -bIHS, -HHS,
-Ka, -€l, -aK, -a4, -u4, -a’T, -€HT, -up, -ux, -ulla, -uHa, -uHsd, -nHKa.

For example,

Noun +| suffix | = Noun
Cembs (family) +| CTBO = | cemeiicto (family)
Yenorex (human, man) +| wectBo | = | yenoBeuectBo(humanity, mankind)
Bo3 (cart) +| 4uK = | Bo3uwuk (carter)
dyroou (football, soccer) | +| ucr = | ¢pyr6omuct (footballer, soccer)

A new noun is formed by suffixing with to the noun. Moreover, the noun
cemetictBo (family) is formed by suffixing with crso from the noun Cembs
(family), the noun uemnoseuyectso (humanity, mankind) is formed by suffixing
with gectBoto the nounUenosex (human, man), the nounsoszuwk (carter) is formed
by suffixing with auxto the noun Bo3 (cart) and the noun ¢yr6omuct (footballer,
soccer) is formed by suffixing withucr to the noun®yr6o: (football, soccer).

In Myanmar language, new noun can be formed by suffixing to the noun.
In Myanmar Language, suffixes are - —eq:and - 20 e0:.

For example,
noun + | suffix | = noun
06: (abdomen) + | eqp = oé:cq: (livelihood)
oo (war) t | e = c»q%cq: (militarity)
oppS: (cart) + |00 | = | cgpSiooen: (carter)
coooad: (football, soccer) | + | 20e0: | = | Godocg:0en: (footballer, soccer)

In Myanmar Language, in extending noun from noun by inflectional
affixing, the suffixes are eq:and sowo:. By using this affixing method, the noun

od:eqzis formed from the noun oé: by suffixing with ee: , the noun ooeqyis
formed by suffixing with eq: to the noun 0o, the noun cgé:is suffixed with
2o en:and formed the noun c\?p_S:ooeo:and the noun eonocy:oen:is formed by
suffixing with a0 eo:to the noun conocy:.

2.2. Adjective derivation in Russian language

In Russian Language, new adjective can be formed by suffixing to
adjective. Suffixesare - ucThIif, -OBaThI{, -CHbKHUH, -yIIUWA, -UCHHBIH, -IOMINH, -
SUIIINM, -akIIInii.
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For example,

Adjective + | suffix | = adjective
IIénkossrii (silk, silken) | + | MCTEIH | = | ménxosuctsiit (silky, silken)
Bensiii (White) + | oBaThlil | = | Gemoparslii (Whitish)
Cnazkuii (sweet) + | GHBKUH | = | cnajenbkuii (sweetish)
bonemioii (big, large) + | ymmid = | 6oapirymuii (huge)

Beicokuii (high) + | yeHHBIH | = | BeIcoueHHBIH (Veryhigh)
Jmansii (long) + | oumid | = | mmaHOIWHA ( (terribly) long)
Kpacussrii (beautiful) + | efimit | = | kpacuBeimuii (Most beautiful)
Beicokuii (high) + | adimmit | = | Beicouaimii (highest)

In Russian Language, adjective IIénkossiii modifies the things that are
made of silk and the adjective ménxoBucteiii extended by using suffix ucterii
modifies things that are as soft as silk. The adjective Genosatsiit (Whitish) is
formed by suffixing with osatsiii to the adjective benwrii (white) and that
adjective cmanenpkuii (Sweetish) is formed by suffixing with enpkwmii to the
adjective Cmamkuii (Sweet). -osateiii and —eupkuii are suffixes that refers very
little or very small. The adjective 6Gompmymmuii (huge) is formed from the
adjectivebonemoir  (big, large) by suffixing with ymwuii, the adjective
Beicouennusrii  (very high) is formed by affixing with gennsriito the adjective
Bricokuii (high) and the adjective mmunnrommuii ( (terribly) long) is formed by
affixing with rommii to the adjective J{nmuunsiii (long). - ymwii,- genusiii and-
rorruii are suffixes that refers the meaning of very huge or so many. The adjective
kpacuserimit (Most beautiful) is formed by suffixing with eitmuii to the adjective
Kpacussrit (beautiful) and the adjective Beicouaitmmii (highest) is formed by
suffixing with aitmmuii to the adjectiveBricokuii (high). The adjectives formed by
suffixing with -efimmii and —aitmuii are in superlative form. In Russian Language,
if r,x, x are in front of the ending letter, changing from r to , from x to u and
from x to u and using suffix -aitmmuii is found in forming superlative form of
adjective.

In Myanmar Language, adjective derivation has not found.
2.3. Adverb derivation in Russian Language

In Russian language,new adverb can be formed by suffixing to adverb.
Suffixes are oBaro, -OHBKO, -€HBKO.

adverb + | suffix |= adverb
pano (early) + | oBaTo = | panosaro (early)
tuxo (quietly) + | OHBKO = | Tuxonbko (quietly)
xopotio (well,nicely) + | eHbKO = | xopomrensko(well,nicely)

In Russian Language, using suffixes —onsko and-eunbko for inflectional extending
word from adverb, if the consonant (k,r,x) is in front of the ending letter o, suffix
—onbko IS used and for the otheradverbs suffix-easkois used.

In Myanmar Language, adverb derivation has not found.
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Discussion

In derivation, it is found that there are more kind of suffixes in Russian
than that of in Myanmar Language. In Russian language, there are more suffixes
that extend for noun than that of other suffixes. In Russian Language, not only
living thing but also non-living things are classified into three different genders:
Masculine gender, Feminine gender and Neuter gender. So, it is needed to
comprehend the gender of the noun for extending them with suffixes. According
to rule and method of the language, nouns are distinguished with the ending letter.
But nouns ending in letter b can be Feminine gender as well as Masculine gender.
It means that nouns ending in letter nare not only for Masculine noun but also for
Feminine noun. So, it is difficult for students to identify the gender for the noun
ending in letter ». Derivation by means of suffixation especially for nouns ending
in letter b, the gendercan be investigated clearly in this research paper. Changing
noun form from verb form, nouns that are formed by using suffix —remnpare
Masculine gender. Forming nouns from adjective, nouns that are formed by using
suffixes —octrand —ecthare Feminine gender. In Russian Language, living things
as well as non-living things can be derivate as new noun from verb. In Myanmar
Language, only non-living thing can be derivate as new noun from verb.
Derivation by means of suffixation in Myanmar Language, it is directly suffixed
to the root. In Russian Language, direct suffixation can be found in noun
derivation but for other derivations by means of suffixation, the ending letter from
root is dismissed to derivate word. So, this research is a great support for students
who are learning Russian Language. Moreover, the data found for extending
words by using suffixes are mentioned with the following table.

Table described derivation by means of suffixation, class-changing derivation in
Russian and Myanmar Languages

Other Other
Russian Myanmar meaning meaning
Language | Language (Russian (Myanmar
Language) | Language)
verb Hsé:ioqpig = noun v v v X
Verb+uue, Tens, IbHS, IEHHK (Non_'“_Ving (Non'“Ving
=Noun and living | thing)
thing)
Verb+goisg = adverb v v x x
Verb+mst, koM, FouH, yaruch
=Adverb
adjective+gigjo3igé:= noun v v v X
Adjective+ora,ocTs,eBa,ecTs, (Non—_li\_/ing (Non_'“Ving
se =Noun and living thing)
thing)
Adjective+goisg = adverb v v x X
Adjective+u,0,e =Adverb
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Class-maintaining derivation

Russian Language Myanmar Language

Noun+cq:|:>aeo: = noun v v

Noun+cTtBo,4ectBO,unk,ucr=Noun

adjective+ suffix = adjective v ¥

Adjective + ucTbIit, OBaTHIN, EHBKHIA,
VIIUI, YEHHbIM, IOWUH, EUILIUH,
aiimmii = Adjective

adverb + suffix = adverb v x

Adverb+ oBato, OHBKO, €EHBKO=
Adverb

Conclusion

Although it is easy to communicate orally with language, it is complicated
to analyze the language in aspect of linguistic and grammar. Studying
vocabularies cannot be rely on dictionary as some vocabularies has not defined in
it yet. So, doing research should not be stopped and investigation must continue.
This research represents the derivation is a part of language. Class-changing
derivation and class-maintaining derivation are presented in this research.
Comparative analysis of Russian and Myanmar Languages are presented in this
research. So, it can be continue to investigate the derivation in detail in Russian
Language. It can also investigate that the derivation by using prefix and both
prefix and suffix in the same time in Russian and Myanmar languages.
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