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Abstract 

This paper studies the use of suffixed particles in spoken Myanmar 

language. The aim of this paper is to explore the importance of suffixes in 

grammatical structure and emphasizing the intended meaning of them used 

in spoken Myanmar Language. The suffixes under study in this paper are 

extracted from Myanmar Dictionary and Myanmar-English Dictionary 

published by Department of the Myanmar Language Commission. 

Definitions of these grammatical particles given in these dictionaries are 

studied and analysed. Analytical and Descriptive methods are used to carry 
out these research procedures. Findings of this study show that of all the 

suffixed particles found in Spoken Myanmar Language, the suffixes    ― wm? 

awmif? ygh? vkdY? rkdY? rkdYvkdY? yJ? wJh‖ can be used for emphasis, can change the 

word class and can be used to express as a reported speech. These findings 
may be a great help for foreign students who are studying Myanmar 

Language to be able to use it grammatically. 
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Introduction 

 Almost every language has its written form and spoken form and spoken 

form is the primary mode of communication whereas written form is secondary. 

In other words, written form of language is invented in order to make the spoken 

language which is only audible to be visible. Most of the languages have both 

spoken and written forms, however, there are still some languages which have 

only spoken forms. 

 Myanmar language has both written and spoken forms. Languages are the 

representations of meanings and they have grammatical rules to follow to form 

meaningful and grammatical structures of a language. In Myanmar language, 

written form was developed from spoken form. There are many books and 

researches on Myanmar grammar but there are only a few researches done on the 

structure of spoken Myanmar language. There are similarities and differences 

between grammar rules of written language and spoken language. 

 In Myanmar Grammar, there are eight parts of speech: Noun, Pronoun, 

Verb, Adverb, Preposition, Conjunction and Particle. Among them, particle is a 

part of speech that supports the meaning of the other parts of speech: Noun, 

Pronoun, Verb, Adjective, Adverb and Preposition. If a particle is added to the 

beginning of a word, it is called prefix and if it is added to the end of a word, it is 

called suffix. This paper presents the suffixed particles added to nouns, pronouns, 

verbs and adjectives which can only be found in Spoken Myanmar language. 

 This paper will be a great help for the foreign students who are learning 

Myanmar spoken language and Myanmar grammar. Furthermore, they will be 

able to use correct and grammatical  language by having the knowledge of  

grammatical structure of a particular word especially the use of particle which is 

used for emphasis.  

                                                             
1 Dr., Professor and Head, Department of  Myanmar, Mandalay University of Foreign Languages 



Mandalay University of Foreign Languages Research Journal 2019, Vol. 10, No. 1     179 

 

Research Questions 

1. What suffixed particles are used in Myanmar spoken language and how are 

they used?  What is the effect of using these particles? 

2. What are the different use of particles in Spoken and written languages? 

3. Are there grammar rules to follow in Myanmar spoken language like written 

language?  

Literature Review 

 In jrefrm0guszGJUxkH;usrf; (Myanmar Syntax)written by U Pe Maung Tin 

(1961), different parts of a sentence and different structures of a sentence are 

described.  

 In jrefrmo'´́g (Myanmar Grammar) (3
rd

 Ed) published by Myanmar 

language Commission (2016), which is intended for the students of Myanmar, 

important features of Myanmar language , such as, speech sounds, word, phrase, 

sentence, parts of speech and punctuation marks are presented. 

 Dr Maung Maung Lay (Myanmarsar), in his book of pum;xJuo'´́g 

(Grammar of Spoken Myanmar Language) (2017) described daily expressions 

and grammatical functions of Myanmar language. It is written in the form of a 

discussion on Grammar rules of Myanmar language.  

 Maung Khin Min (Danuphyu) wrote the book jrefrmo'´ǵoifMum;a&; 

(Teaching Myanmar Grammar)which was published for the first time in 2018 by 

the Department of the Languages of Myanmar Ethnic groups. In his book, the 

writer discussed the present situation of grammar teaching in Myanmar. The 

purpose of this book is to solve the problems that teachers and students face in 

teaching grammar in the classroom. It is a collection of the articles appeared 

weekly in ―Myanmar Ah Lin‖ newspaper. 

 In this research paper, the suffixed particles in spoken Myanmar language, 

which are not described in the above mentioned books are presented. The 

grammatical usage which are only used in daily expressions from Myanmar 

dictionary are thoroughly studied and analysed in order to discover their 

grammatical system. 

Finding and Discussion 

 The aim of this research is to explore the importance of suffixes in 

grammatical structure and emphasizing the intended manias of them used in 

spoken Myanmar Language. The following is the analysis of these particles in 

order to find out these. Discussion is made based on the finding. 

Word class+ Suffix= Change the meaning and the word class 

1. Verb/ Adjective +  wm =  For emphasis  

2. Verb/ Noun +  awmif       = For emphasis  

3. Verb+   ygh  = To emphasize the meaning of a verb 

4. Verb +  vkdY   = To emphasize the meaning of a verb 

5. Noun / Pronoun +     rdkY/ rdkYrdkY       = To emphasize a noun 

6. Noun +          ပဲ          = 1. to emphasize a noun 

   Verb +           ပဲ           = 2. to restrict the meaning of a verb 
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7.  phrase / sentence  +     wJh      = to denote the meaning as reported speech 

 Finding and Discussion 

I. Verb / Adjective + particle (  wm )    = 1. Change word class 

            2. Emphasize meaning 

            3. Modify word 

 In spoken Myanmar language, ‗wm‘is used as a suffixed particle. In 

Myanmar dictionary, ‗ wm ‘ is defined as the following.  ‗  wm? part[colloq] ‘ 

particle that can change a verb or an adjective to a noun. If the particle ‗wm‘ is 

added to the end of a verb or an adjective, it is changed to a noun.  

        Verb +   wm    particle 

        ajym +  wm  =   ajymwm 

           qdk  + wm = qkdwm 

Example: ukdausmfpGmu ajymwmqkdwm vdr®myg;eyfw,f/ 

     Ko Kyaw Swa is very tactful in speaking.  

 In the above example, the verbs, ‗ ajym ‘ and ‗  qkd ‘ are attached by the 

suffixed particle ‗  wm ‘ and become ‗  ajymwm   ‘, ‗qkdwm‘ which function as a 

noun in sentence meaning ‗  ajymqkdjcif;  ‘. 

Adjective  +  ‗wm‘ Suffixed particle 

usef;rm  +   wm 

        vdr®m   +   wm 

Example: 'DtdrfrSmusef;rmwm azazyg/ 

      It is father who is healthy in this house. 

     pmoifcef;rSm vdr®mwm ausmfausmfyg/ 

      It is Kyaw Kyaw who is clever in the classroom. 

 In the above examples, when adjectives      ]usef;rm}     and     ]vdr®m}    are 

attached by ‗  wm   ‘ suffixed particle, they function as Nouns in a sentence. They 

mean ‗ usef;rmjcif; ‘ (health) and   ]vdr®mjcif;} (cleverness) which give the 

meanings of nouns. 

II. Verb + Noun + ‗ awmif‘ Suffixed particle = For emphasis  

 The particle ‗awmif‘ used in Myanmar Spoken language is defined as a 

word used for emphasis. It is equivalent to the meaning of particle ‗  yifvQif  ‘. 

 Verb                      +       awmif       suffixed particle 

 awmif;yefwm   +   awmif 

     vm         +   awmif 
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Example: OD;av; awmif;yefwmawmif r&bl;/ 

Uncle didn‘t accept my apology. 

a':a': tdrfukd vmawmif rvmbl;/ 

Aunty didn't come to my house. 

In addition, as a particle suffixed to a noun as  

 Noun        +     awmif    suffixed particle 

 tdrf    +   awmif 

     ig    +   awmif 

Example: 'DaEG&moDrSm tdrfawmif rjyefbl;/ 

   I didn‘t even return to my house this summer.  

   igawmif pdwfysufNyD/ 

   I feel disappointed. 

 In these utterances, the nouns ‗tdrf‘, ‗ig‘ are attached by suffixed 

particle‗ awmif‘ and used as ‗tdrfawmif‘, ‗igawmif‘ for emphasis.  

III. Verb + ‗ပါဴ ‘ suffixed particle = to emphasize a verb 

 In Myanmar spoken language, suffixed particle ‗  ygh  ‘ is usually added to 

a verb. In Myanmar dictionary, ‗  ygh? part[colloq]  ‘ is defined as a particle 

suffixed to a verb for emphasis. For example, ‗pm;ygh/ oGm;ygh/ ajymygh/ 

[kwfygh/‘. It is similar to ‗yg\‘ which is used to end a sentence in written 

language and also ‗ aygh ‘ which is used to end an utterance in spoken language . 

Example:  pm;ygh/  

         oGm;ygh/  

         ajymygh/  

         [kwfygh/ 

 In the above examples, the suffixed particle ‗ygh‘ which is attached to the 

verbs ‗  pm;/ oGm;/ ajym/ [kwf/  ‘ support the verbs with emphasis. 

IV. Verb +     vkdY    suffixed particle = to emphasize a verb 

 In Myanmar utterances, the suffixed particle ‗vkdY‘ is usually used. 

According to Myanmar dictionary, ‗   vkdY ၊ part[colloq] ‘ is defined as a particle 

used for emphasis. The meaning of a verb becomes prominent because of the 

particle ‗ vkdY ‘ added to the end of a verb.  

Example: rkefY[if;cg; pm;vkdYaumif;w,f/ 
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 In the above example, the particle ‗   vkdY ‘ is added to the end of the verb 

‗pm;‘ and used as ‗  pm;vkdY ‘ and it makes the meaning of the verb ‗pm;onf‘ 

become prominent. Compared with ‗ rkefY[if;cg; aumif;w,f ‘, in the sentence 

‗ rkefY[if;cg; pm;vkdYaumif;w,f    ‘, the particle ‗ vkdY ‘can be said as a particle 

which emphasize the verb ‗ pm; ‘ in the sentence.  

 In Myanmar utterances, as suffixed particles such as ‗  wm? awmif? ygh? 

vkdY ‘ are added to a verb or an adjective, other particles  are also used to denote 

meaning, support meaning or emphasize meaning. 

V. Noun/ Pronoun +    rkdY ^ rkdYvdkY   suffixed particles = support nouns 

 In utterances, the particles ‗rkdY‘ ‗ rkdYvkdY‘ are suffixed to a noun or a pronoun. 

In Myanmar dictionary; 

‗  rkdY? part[colloq] ‘ suffixed to a noun carrying the sense of because (it was you) 

(p.272) ‗ rkdYvkdY‘ part[colloq] the same as ‗  rkdY  ‘ (p.272) 

 It should be noted that in written language, the conjunctions 

‗jzpfaomaMumifh? jzpfí‘ are used and in spoken language , ‗   rkdY ^ rkdYvdkY ‘ are 

used in these places.  

Example:    rdef;uav;rkdYvdkY yef;BudKufw,f/  

       cifAsm;rkdYvkdY 'Daps;eJY a&mif;wm/  

       olrdkYvkdY vkyf&ufw,f/              

 In the above utterances, when the noun ‗ rdef;uav; ‘ and pronouns 

‗ cifAsm;? ol ‘ are suffixed with ‗ rkdY? rkdYvkdY‘, they become ‗ rdef;uav;rkdYvdkY? 

cifAsm;rkdYvkdY? olrkdYvdkY‘  which  carry the meanings‘ because you are not a boy‘, 

‗because it‘s you, because it‘s him‖ respectively. 

VI. Noun/Verb +    yJ suffixed particle= 1. For emphasis 

           2. For restriction of a verb‘s meaning  

 In Myanmar language, the particle ‗  yJ ‘ is suffixed to a Noun or a Verb 

in an utterance. In Myanmar dictionary,  

P-216.   yJ     1. part[colloq] particle used for emphasis  

   yJ        2. particle used to restrict the meaning of a verb. 

Example: 1. vlyJ? ewfyJ/ 

      2. tdyfyJ tdyfEkdifvGef;w,f/ 

      3. pm;½kHyJ pm;w,f/ 

 In example sentence (1), the particle ‗  yJ  ‘ is suffixed to the Nouns ‗ vl? 

ewf‘ and emphasize their meaning as being ‗ vljzpfaMumif; ‘(human) or 

‗ ewfjzpfaMumif; ‘(celestial being). In example sentence (2), by adding the 

suffixed particle ‗ yJ  ‘ to the verb ‗   tdyf ‘, the meaning of  the verb is restricted. 

It carries the meaning of doing nothing except  ‗       tdyfjcif;‘(sleeping). Similarly, 

in example (3), the meaning is only restricted to nothing but ‗ pm;jcif; ‘ (eating) . 
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 In Myanmar spoken language, it is found that  particles are also added to a 

phrase or a sentence. 

VII. phrase/ sentence + wJh suffixed particle = meaning is denoted as reported 

speech 

 In Myanmar dictionary;   

   ‗  wJh  ‘    part[colloq]   1. Describe as a reported speech 

Example: 1. zkd;zkd;u udwfrkefYpm;r,fwJh/ 
         Grandpa said he wanted to eat cake. 

               2. q&mru pmtkyfay;vkdufygwJh/  
                   The teacher asked me to give the book.  

 In the above examples, by adding suffixed particle ‗  wJh ‘ to the phrases 

‗  pm;r,f    ‘ and ‗   ay;vkdufyg  ‘, speeches of grandpa and teacher are reported 

to the other person. The suffix ‗   wJh ‘ in spoken language has the same meaning 

as the particles ‗   onfh? aom‘ in written language.  

Conclusion 

 This paper studies the suffixed particles used in daily expressions of 

Myanmar language. There are written form and spoken forms for communication 

in a language. Written language is used as an official language, to make a record 

or to give some information. When people communicate with each other 

personally, reporting events and sharing feeling, they usually use spoken language. 

When people communicate using a language, they usually use particular sounds 

or words to emphasize meaning or what they want to say. 

 The grammatical structures of spoken language and written language have 

some similarities as well as differences. Parts of speech such as noun, pronoun, 

verb, adverb and adjective are used differently in written and spoken languages. It 

was found that the particles under study in this research , ―  wm? awmif? ygh? vkdY? 

rkdY? rkdYvkdY? yJ? wJh  ‖ are not used in written language and they are used only in 

spoken language. 

 Of all these particles, the suffix ‗ wm ‘ can change the word class. The 

suffix ‗awmif‘ is used for emphasis and the suffixed particles ‗  ygh? vkdY? rkdY? rkdYvkdY? 

yJ  ‘    can support, modify and emphasize the meaning of a particular word. It was 

also found that the suffixed particle ‗wJh‘ can be used to express as a reported 

speech.  

 From this study, it was discovered that the use of suffixed particles is very 

effective and they are used only in daily Myanmar spoken language. The findings 

from this study can help the foreign learners of Myanmar language to use 

grammatically correct language. It can also be included in the syllabus to help 

teachers teaching Myanmar language to foreign learners.  
usrf;ukd;pm&if; 

cifrif? armif("EkjzL)/ (2014)/ bmomtjrif pmaytjrif? 'kwd,tBudrf/ &efukef? yk*Hpmtkyfwkduf/  

cifrif? armif("EkjzL)/ (2018)/ jrefrmo'´ǵoifMum;a&;? yxrtBudrf/ &efukef? 
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