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A Study on the Grammatical Use of Suffixed Particles in
Myanmar Spoken Language

Yee Yee Mar!
Abstract

This paper studies the use of suffixed particles in spoken Myanmar
language. The aim of this paper is to explore the importance of suffixes in
grammatical structure and emphasizing the intended meaning of them used
in spoken Myanmar Language. The suffixes under study in this paper are
extracted from Myanmar Dictionary and Myanmar-English Dictionary
published by Department of the Myanmar Language Commission.
Definitions of these grammatical particles given in these dictionaries are
studied and analysed. Analytical and Descriptive methods are used to carry
out these research procedures. Findings of this study show that of all the
suffixed particles found in Spoken Myanmar Language, the suffixes “ oo
coméi ol o1 81 §c31 &1 037 can be used for emphasis, can change the
word class and can be used to express as a reported speech. These findings
may be a great help for foreign students who are studying Myanmar
Language to be able to use it grammatically.
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Introduction

Almost every language has its written form and spoken form and spoken
form is the primary mode of communication whereas written form is secondary.
In other words, written form of language is invented in order to make the spoken
language which is only audible to be visible. Most of the languages have both
spoken and written forms, however, there are still some languages which have
only spoken forms.

Myanmar language has both written and spoken forms. Languages are the
representations of meanings and they have grammatical rules to follow to form
meaningful and grammatical structures of a language. In Myanmar language,
written form was developed from spoken form. There are many books and
researches on Myanmar grammar but there are only a few researches done on the
structure of spoken Myanmar language. There are similarities and differences
between grammar rules of written language and spoken language.

In Myanmar Grammar, there are eight parts of speech: Noun, Pronoun,
Verb, Adverb, Preposition, Conjunction and Particle. Among them, particle is a
part of speech that supports the meaning of the other parts of speech: Noun,
Pronoun, Verb, Adjective, Adverb and Preposition. If a particle is added to the
beginning of a word, it is called prefix and if it is added to the end of a word, it is
called suffix. This paper presents the suffixed particles added to nouns, pronouns,
verbs and adjectives which can only be found in Spoken Myanmar language.

This paper will be a great help for the foreign students who are learning
Myanmar spoken language and Myanmar grammar. Furthermore, they will be
able to use correct and grammatical language by having the knowledge of
grammatical structure of a particular word especially the use of particle which is
used for emphasis.
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Research Questions

1. What suffixed particles are used in Myanmar spoken language and how are
they used? What is the effect of using these particles?

2. What are the different use of particles in Spoken and written languages?

3. Are there grammar rules to follow in Myanmar spoken language like written
language?
Literature Review

In (6§eo0logj@.03:0916: (Myanmar Syntax)written by U Pe Maung Tin
(1961), different parts of a sentence and different structures of a sentence are
described.

In @§e0203] (Myanmar Grammar) (3" Ed) published by Myanmar
language Commission (2016), which is intended for the students of Myanmar,
important features of Myanmar language , such as, speech sounds, word, phrase,
sentence, parts of speech and punctuation marks are presented.

Dr Maung Maung Lay (Myanmarsar), in his book of ocm:oamoogﬂ
(Grammar of Spoken Myanmar Language) (2017) described daily expressions
and grammatical functions of Myanmar language. It is written in the form of a
discussion on Grammar rules of Myanmar language.

Maung Khin Min (Danuphyu) wrote the book (g§e0203]o0¢[m0zeq)
(Teaching Myanmar Grammar)which was published for the first time in 2018 by
the Department of the Languages of Myanmar Ethnic groups. In his book, the
writer discussed the present situation of grammar teaching in Myanmar. The
purpose of this book is to solve the problems that teachers and students face in
teaching grammar in the classroom. It is a collection of the articles appeared
weekly in “Myanmar Ah Lin” newspaper.

In this research paper, the suffixed particles in spoken Myanmar language,
which are not described in the above mentioned books are presented. The
grammatical usage which are only used in daily expressions from Myanmar
dictionary are thoroughly studied and analysed in order to discover their
grammatical system.

Finding and Discussion

The aim of this research is to explore the importance of suffixes in
grammatical structure and emphasizing the intended manias of them used in
spoken Myanmar Language. The following is the analysis of these particles in
order to find out these. Discussion is made based on the finding.

Word class+ Suffix= Change the meaning and the word class

1. Verb/ Adjective + o2 = For emphasis

2. Verb/ Noun + eomé = For emphasis

3. Verb+ o] =To emphasize the meaning of a verb
4. Verb + c\‘?’ = To emphasize the meaning of a verb

5.Noun/Pronoun+ &u 88  =Toemphasize anoun
6. Noun + o) = 1. to emphasize a houn

Verb + o) = 2. to restrict the meaning of a verb
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7. phrase /sentence + o3 = to denote the meaning as reported speech
Finding and Discussion

I. Verb / Adjective + particle ( oo ) = 1. Change word class
2. Emphasize meaning
3. Modify word

In spoken Myanmar language, ‘o»o’is used as a suffixed particle. In
is defined as the following. ° onoi part[colloq] °
particle that can change a verb or an adjective to a noun. If the particle ‘020’ is
added to the end of a verb or an adjective, it is changed to a noun.

b

Myanmar dictionary, ° 029

Verb + oxo particle
GE)O + OO0 = G@OCDO
o []
aq + O = 8?0)0
Example:cf?’cmﬁcgom G@ooooﬁooo Q39001:§5m<)3||
Ko Kyaw Swa is very tactful in speaking.

In the above example, the verbs, ° c@o > and ° aq° > are attached by the
suffixed particle ¢ o> ’ and become ° c@oooo ’, ‘a§ooo’ which function as a
noun in sentence meaning * e(goa3(3S: .

Adjective + ‘oo’ Suffixed particle
oqﬁ:eo + o
C\%go + o
Example: gsgécfomugwoooo cocuol i

It is father who is healthy in this house.
¢ ¢ (] < < ’]
00&709:?3?0 ODQOCDO G(Y.IIOGCQIOO I

It is Kyaw Kyaw who is clever in the classroom.

’

In the above examples, when adjectives ~ ‘oy§:e0’  and ‘oSgo’ are
attached by ° o> ’ suffixed particle, they function as Nouns in a sentence. They
mean  oy§:e0(8S:  (health) and  ‘eSgo(g:’ (cleverness) which give the
meanings of nouns.

1. Verb + Noun + © eo2¢ ” Suffixed particle = For emphasis

The particle ‘e’ used in Myanmar Spoken language is defined as a

b

word used for emphasis. It is equivalent to the meaning of particle * oé& cg_lé

Verb + eo»é  suffixed particle

< < C
GU)OC:O§0J0 + cO000C

N
(0] + [~lep n]e]



Mandalay University of Foreign Languages Research Journal 2019, Vol. 10, No. 1 181

Example: §:cm: Gmézo$mcm§ oqRs
Uncle didn’t accept my apology.
GSTGST 33(30% Q)OGO)OCCZ GC\)OUR:II
Aunty didn't come to my house.
In addition, as a particle suffixed to a noun as

Noun  + eom¢ suffixed particle

o C <
320 + cO0DC

cl + 6o2¢
Example: gcgep:ﬁ?o 3866029C 6@)$UR:II
I didn’t even return to my house this summer.
ool $a5qos
| feel disappointed.

o C
In these utterances, the nouns ‘@36’, ‘cl’ are attached by suffixed
. [y oC < [N .
article* eéo2o¢ ’ and used as ‘@860 ’, ‘cleonad ’ for emphasis.
b

III. Verb + ‘o] > suffixed particle = to emphasize a verb

In Myanmar spoken language, suffixed particle o] > 1s usually added to
a verb. In Myanmar dictionary, ¢ o]i part[collog] ° is defined as a particle
suffixed to a verb for emphasis. For example, ‘@2:0)u ago:o'] [ G@oo] [
o?orgo] n’. It is similar to ‘cle” which is used to end a sentence in written
language and also * co] > which is used to end an utterance in spoken language .

Example:  oo:0]
aao:o] [
c@oo] [
0?080] I
In the above examples, the suffixed particle ‘o] > which is attached to the
verbs ¢ @1 o930z G@)’.) [ o?orgu > support the verbs with emphasis.
IV. Verb + c\‘?’ suffixed particle = to emphasize a verb

< 9>

In Myanmar utterances, the suffixed particle ‘eq’ is usually used.

According to Myanmar dictionary, ° c\$ I part[colloq] ’ is defined as a particle
used for emphasis. The meaning of a verb becomes prominent because of the
particle ¢ c\‘?’ > added to the end of'a verb.

Example: Q%o’)é:a']: m:cx%smoé:ooo.%u
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In the above example, the particle * cf?’ > is added to the end of the verb
o
001 Q)

. . [ C < < .
become prominent. Compared with cfs?.ooc:a']: coc:onwd , in the sentence

3 2

oo:’ and used as

(9 b

and it makes the meaning of the verb ‘oo:ooé’

‘ ef%uoéza']: oo:cx%cmoé:m(ﬁ ’, the particle cng ’can be said as a particle
which emphasize the verb © @o: ’ in the sentence.

In Myanmar utterances, as suffixed particles such as ¢ o301 o2& o]
C\% > are added to a verb or an adjective, other particles are also used to denote

meaning, support meaning or emphasize meaning.
V. Noun/Pronoun+ & / §o3, suffixed particles = support nouns

In utterances, the particles ‘% > (%cng > are suffixed to a noun or a pronoun.
In Myanmar dictionary;

‘ §.| part[colloq] ’ suffixed to a noun carrying the sense of because (it was you)

¢Q 0, [o]

(p.272) “ 9.3,” part[colloq] the same as * ¢’ (p.272)

It should be noted that in written language, the conjunctions
(e < ¢ Q> : 3
@oewoc@ogl @csj are used and in spoken language ,
used in these places.

[o] o O s
9, / Qg ~are
Example: 8$:mcm:§c§_ o$:@p§ooo§u
aéqp:?la.cf?’. geoﬂ:% Gspé:ooou
o O < < C
NQAY, QOO
In the above utterances, when the noun
aécﬂo:l R
aéqlo:ff’_c\c?’.l oif{).di’ which carry the meanings’ because you are not a boy’,
‘because it’s you, because it’s him” respectively.
VI. Noun/Verb + ¢ suffixed particle= 1. For emphasis

[3 b

oc
(%] § Hesl~{abH and pronouns

< 2 3

are suffixed with f{).l %c\%’, they become 8$:mcm:§.cx$.l

2. For restriction of a verb’s meaning

In Myanmar language, the particle ¢ 6 ’ is suffixed to a Noun or a Verb
in an utterance. In Myanmar dictionary,

P-216. o 1. part[colloq] particle used for emphasis
0 2. particle used to restrict the meaning of a verb.
Example: 1. ogd1 §0501
2.3360 agﬁgéogczoougu

3. 02:0 ©2:00051
In example sentence (1), the particle * & ’ is suffixed to the Nouns * oy
.?0'3 > and emphasize their meaning as being ¢ C\R@cﬁe@oé: ’(human) or
‘ §o§[§o§c@o§: ’(celestial being). In example sentence (2), by adding the
suffixed particle © & ’to the verb © 336 °, the meaning of the verb is restricted.
It carries the meaning of doing nothing except * 338[53: ’(sleeping). Similarly,
in example (3), the meaning is only restricted to nothing but 00:@5: > (eating) .
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In Myanmar spoken language, it is found that particles are also added to a
phrase or a sentence.

VII. phrase/ sentence + o3 suffixed particle = meaning is denoted as reported
speech

In Myanmar dictionary;

‘o3 ’ part[colloq] 1. Describe as a reported speech
Example: 1. §:3:00 0305¢§ 00t60503 1
Grandpa said he wanted to eat cake.
2.90epom ©033660:c3050l03
The teacher asked me to give the book.

In the above examples, by adding suffixed particle © o3 ’ to the phrases
¢ 01005 > and * co:agforgo'] ’, speeches of grandpa and teacher are reported
to the other person. The suffix © o3 ’ in spoken language has the same meaning
as the particles * :)Oél o202’ in written language.

Conclusion

This paper studies the suffixed particles used in daily expressions of
Myanmar language. There are written form and spoken forms for communication
in a language. Written language is used as an official language, to make a record
or to give some information. When people communicate with each other
personally, reporting events and sharing feeling, they usually use spoken language.
When people communicate using a language, they usually use particular sounds
or words to emphasize meaning or what they want to say.

The grammatical structures of spoken language and written language have
some similarities as well as differences. Parts of speech such as noun, pronoun,
verb, adverb and adjective are used differently in written and spoken languages. It
was found that the particles under study in this research , “ 031 o< o] | C\%I

§.| (%(\%I 61 o3 ” are not used in written language and they are used only in

spoken language.
Of all these particles, the suffix * 020 ’ can change the word class. The

suffix ‘eomo¢  is used for emphasis and the suffixed particles * o] | o$'| %J (%r.\%J

2

o can support, modify and emphasize the meaning of a particular word. It was
also found that the suffixed particle ‘03’ can be used to express as a reported

speech.

From this study, it was discovered that the use of suffixed particles is very
effective and they are used only in daily Myanmar spoken language. The findings
from this study can help the foreign learners of Myanmar language to use
grammatically correct language. It can also be included in the syllabus to help
teachers teaching Myanmar language to foreign learners.
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