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The Assessment of Art on Japanese Short Stories

Lae Lae Swe'

Abstract

This paper is the study of the Japanese short stories which was prescribed for Japanese
language students of Mandalay University of Foreign Languages. The aim of this paper is to
assess the writing techniques of the selected Japanese short stories, namely, “ The
Disappeared Husband”, “Little Bokko”, “My Valentine’s Day”. These three stories were
chosen for the writers’ good writing techniques, excellent creation of the stories and
characters. This research was based on different ways of creating short stories collected from
Myanmar dictionary, Japanese dictionary and English dictionary. In addition, some data were
collected from the interview with some Japanese people. Findings show that of these three
short stories, the story creation of “The Disappeared Husband” is very clear and simple and
readers have the strong feeling for the main character. The story “Little Bokko” have also
give the heartiest creation for the readers. In the third story “My Valentine’s day”, the strong
creations of characters and background situations which support the characters can be found.
In conclusion, the authors of these stories use different ways of thinking and writing styles for
the learners of Japanese language to learn Japanese story writing techniques and literature
writing style.
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Introduction

Japanese stories have been very famous since many years ago. They are very popular
because of Japanese stories’ writing style and techniques. This paper was mainly based on
Myanmar dictionary and Japanese dictionary. Most of the translation words were found from
the meaning and definition of English dictionary, Myanmar dictionary and Japanese dictionary.
The objectives, evaluation, data collection and conclusion of the research were mentioned in
this research paper. These three short stories were written with colorful painting for the interest
of the readers. These stories were written about human behavior, human life, human action,
human feeling and so on. Therefore, these stories were chosen for this study as they represents
human characters.

Aim and Objectives

The aim of this paper is to study the standard of literature and background of Japanese
language. In addition, students can observe the thinking ways of creating short stories and
evaluate the relationship of writing style, thinking and plot of short stories in Japanese
Literature.

Research Questions

(1) Why do the students need to study these three Japanese short stories?
(2) How do the creation of short stories affects the standard of Japanese literature?

Data Collection
The data for this research paper were collected from three Japanese short stories : “The
Disappeared Husband”, “Little Bokko” and “My Valentine’s Day”. All these three stories were
collected from Japanese proplr. Other reference data were collected from Japanese Literature
and Dictionary.
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The Assessment of the Art on Selected Japanese Short Stories
1. The Writing Style of “ The Disappeared Husband”
1.1 Creation of the story

“The Disappeared Husband” is not strange. But the writer, Satou Teiko, tried to
describe the story of a woman who fully believed her husband and preserved the value of her
family.

This story started with a baby and a 21-year-old pregnant lady who was waiting for his
husband,who was away on business. One month later, she received a letter saying that he
would take her and her children when he got stable for living and business. The letter was
stamped with Man Shuu City Stamp. They kept waiting with strong hope but he did not
appeare. The Author’s creation activated with these key points to the readers. The story
reached to its climax when she met Mr. Suzuki, her husband’s friend, and asked him the reason
for receiving the letter with Man Shuu City Stamp.The falling of the story was well depicted
by describing the lady asking for help the friend to find a job for her because she lost the hope
that her husband would come back. The author ended the story by describing the lady living
joyfully together with her sons, daughters, grandsons and granddaughters, yet she was still
praying for her husband to live happily until 60 years later.

1.2 Story style
The lady talked to her husband through letters in the whole story. The story was ended by

describing the sympathy and consideration for her.
Character

The main character of the story is a 21-year-old girl who trusted and adored her
husband too much and even thought him as a god without knowing that she was betrayed and
abandoned. Her character was clearly stated in the story.

The middle part of the story clearly described how she revealed that she had been
betrayed by her trusted husband, became hopeless and was in great sorrow.

Then the author stated how she tried to become a mentally strong woman after being
abandoned by her husband.

Even after she got old and had many grandchildren, she still thought her husband as a
god ignoring his disloyalty. The final part stated tolerance of the woman.

e.g (1) Sorrow makes the hope lost and it is impossible to get it again

SPIDEE TR HAFELDE AR T OEFE S-S 12, BUSS AW NEETLTS,

e.g (2) Disappointment begins to disappear as I think him as a God
RS- AL, ST EBIK Y FLTS,
e.g (3) I secretly wish that you live happily
SR B L THELO A LB TEY £,

In other words, the story “The Disappeared Husband” put its focus on the main character. The
author’s inner feeling had been described through the protagonist’s physical, mental and
verbal behaviours. The character of the deutragonist, the husband, had been described through
his friend’s grapevine.
1.3 Creation of Background
1.3.1 Temporal Background
“The Disappeared Husband” is a simple story, yet temporal background of the story is clearly
described by presenting how the woman spends her middle age and late age.
e.g (4)  am 21 and so naive

AR AHS TRl N %
e.g (5) After passing 60 years, my grandchildren have got married and I have got great
grandchildren, and my family have 26 members...

&Hohy CROmAL. Fit FRORIEL SRR TEENT
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1.3.2 Regional Background
The springs of Kyoto and Manshuu are stated as the background.The background is presented
by the clause “when we are welcoming the spring after passing freezing winter”.

1.3.3 Social Background

After Second World War, people had to leave their family and go to other cities to earn a living
and, sometimes, they lost their moral. The social background is described through these
sentences.
e.g (6) I want to go to Man Shuu City to work.
FIN AT TERLD [T2L THLY,
e.g (7) Can you send this letter when you get to Man Shuu.
TN TR =5 S OFHERAR [TANTS AU vy,

2. Creation of “Little Bokko”
2.1 Creation of story

The author of this story is Hoshi Shinichi, the king of short stories. He wrote “Bokko
Chan” to remind people of the unfavorable consequences of overusing technology for the
development of the Economy of Japan.

At the beginning of the story, Bokko Chan was a female robot and , being artificial, she was
designed to be the perfect beauty. She was created by a bar-master.

The robotic girl was programmed to have the drink and repeat the words of other people.
Sometimes, the bar-master crouched at the foot of Bokko Chan in which a plastic spout had
been installed. From this spout he would drain the cocktails that she had drunk and he served
them again to customers. The author skillful creation can be found at the peak of the story
when a handsome youth had become infatuated with Bokko and he tried to kill her by putting
some poison into Bokko’s drink .Then, the youth quicky settled his bill with the bar-master
and left the bar. After that, the owner drained the liquor from Bokko and treated everyone in
the bar with it. The falling part of the story was presented by illustrating turning on lights of
the bar till late night and the radio keeping on playing music. As the station signed off the air,
the time came when the radio said “Good night”. Then, “Good night”, said Bokko Chan ,with
proud face for her beauty, waiting for the next man to call her.

2.2 Story Style

Hoshi Shinichi ,who was regarded as the king of short story, wrote “The Little Bokko™.
Although the story was a fiction, imaginative presentation of the writer, tightly constructed and
compacted story, unpredictable ending, and touching story that makes the readers think and
smile could be found.

In the whole story was written in simple and clear grammar using simple vocabularies
and short paragraphs. This may be the reason for prescribing the story in Japanese text books.
Character (1)

The main character of Little Bokko is Robotic girl. Her physical and verbal behaviors
were described vividly. Conflicts between humans and artificial robot were described well
,and finally the way that Bokko won human beings was presented in a natural and lovely style.

According to Sayar Mya Than Tint, “ A good writer should be able to describe different
emotions” and “ A good novel is based on imagination which can support the real life and it
has social background”.

Character (2)
The bar owner was described as an innovative man ,but a greedy and inconsiderate one.
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Character (3)

The author created the third character who was infatuated with Bokko without noticing
that she was just a robot. The author skillfully described the drunk youth’s craziness in love.
Although he appeared in a few scenes, he was the one who created the turning.

Hoshi Shinichi’s “Bokko” is a good descriptive story. The author’s description of
human’s nature can be seen in the following sentences.

e.g (8) Bokko Chan’s beauty is perfect since all the beautiful features of a girl was taken into
consideration while creating it.

HoPEENDNETE LY M-I CTREIFEMTEHD 1=
e.g (9) Bokko Chan was covered with a skin so smooth that it could hardly be disguished from
that of a real girl since she was designed with passion.
BRSO TAVS CF, TRVGESRANTCE b o1-00f=, o< Y ORIEHD) T, Bthvonvihvotz, Bf-AZATE
« TONUDFILLHTEAL VALY,
e.g (10) Bokko Chan whispered “Good Night” and waited for the next customer with the proud

on her beautiful face.
Ry BT BETHLEELN EDSKL =, DET AR HNTTK Hh
EDAELTEECHEH T V=,

2.3 Creation of Background
2.3.1 Temporal Background
Although the story is just a fiction, it’s background well described the industrial
development of a top developed country.
2.3.2 Regional Background

The author did not mentioned the name of the city but it was based on a bar of a
modern developed city where the upper class Japanese people used to go and have a drink.
2.3.3 Social Background

The social background of the story reflects a society trying to get self interest by using
all means.

3. Creation of “ My Valentine’s day”
3.1 Creation of the story

The author,Atooda Takashi. Wrote this story to highlight lovely manners of Japanese
youths who dedicated to do the things they believed

The story started with the sentence “Tomorrow is Valentines’ Day” shouted by a staff
of a Chocolate shop while Kyo Ko was rushing towards home under neon lights in freezing
weather.She just knew that February 14 is regarded as Valenines’ Day only when one of her
friends “unlike other girls, she had only one person to give chocolate”.

The story reached to its climax when the girl refused to buy chocolate by saying “she
does not have crush on anyone”, and ran into a strange fancy shop decorated with glass bottles
and a beautiful bicycle at the end of the small lane, and met an old female foreigner. After
meeting the lady, the girl went home with mysterious feeling and finally made up her mind to
give chocolate to TV star.

After some years, “Kyo Ko” thought about the past when her sons and daughters asked
her pocket money to buy chocolate on Valentines’ Day. The ending of the story was created by
presenting a TV star who was single and still waiting for the girl who sent him chocolate.

3.2 Story Style

In the whole story, it is impossible to know what kind of feelings do the author want to
emphasize. Yet, its background and descriptive writing style left the readers with something to
think .

Character

The author descriptively created only one charater, Kyo Ko. She knew about the
Valentines’ day because of her friend “Natsue” and she thought that she should not give
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chocolate to every boy. These facts described the nature of an innocent girl who had sympathy
and helped others. As she was a young girl, she wanted to find new experiences, yet she
thought deeply for her life.
3.3 Creation of Background
3.3.1 Temporal Background

The main purpose of the story matched with its background season.
3.3.2 Regional Background

Background sites were based on back streets, paths, pavements, change of stores and
mountain climbing path and so on. The activities of the girl was described with the changing
backgrounds.
3.3.3 Social Background

While describing social background, the author used the background which matched
the interests of Japanese youths.

Findings

1. Since Japan is a developed country with advanced technology, its literature is of high
standard, and the essence of literature can be found. New creations of Japanese authors’ can be
seen in these three story. In the first story “The Disappeared Husband”, although the story is
simple and has few plots, the writer can make the reader sympathize for the woman. “Bokko
Chan” is a fiction which shows how an artificial robot wins human beings. At the end of the
story, the writer left the readers with something to think. The story can attain the readers’
interests from the start to the end. The third story “ My Valentine’s Day” describes the nature
of youths who follow their hearts, and makes the readers think beyond the story.

Japanese language learners should study not only Japanese speaking skills but also the creation
of short story or the nature of short stories.

Moreover, it is believed that skillful creation of short stories can give new insight or feeling in
a short time. Therefore, it is important for Japanese learners to study the creation of short
stories and their natures.

2. Among these three short stories, “The Disappeared husband” is simple but it can leave
the readers with sympathy or new thought. “Bokko Chan” is just an imagination of the author,
yet it can draw the readers’ attention. “My Valentine’s Day” can make the readers think
beyond the story.

These three short stories have all the characteristics of a good story proposed by Sayar
Mya Than Tint.. And they prove that the standard of Japanese literature is high and Japanese
authors are skillful creators of literature.

Discussion

From the study of Japanese short floors, it is observed that both Japanese short stories
and Myanmar short stories are aesthetically created on love detective, humor, history and the
characters of people. In the short stories, most are mainly focused on the main characters to
have a sense of literature or to give some kind of sense and knowledge. Besides, it is suggested
that Japanese short stories should be a model to share new knowledge and feeling.
In this study, the authors and the plots of these three stories are different. Therefore, different
styles of creating short stories of individual author can be found

In Satoo Teiks’ s work “The Disappeared Husband”, it is more different to describe the
feeling of the protagonist than the plot. Since it is not a novel, the creation of the story focuses
on few plots but it can give more thoughts and show the author’s sympathy for the character.

Furthermore, in Hoshi Shinichi’s “Little Bokko”, the character is a just a fictional
character for Myanmar readers. But the author’s creation can draw the readers’ attention from
the start of the story to its end.
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In Atooda Takashi’s story “My Valentine’s Day”, the creation of the story differs from
that of ordinary love story. It focuses on the girl’s Valentine gift and her interesting ideas,
which hooks the readers’ attention. After making the readers follow the imagination of the girl,
the story shows the girl’s decision, then the readers are left with a lot of thoughts in their
minds.

Conclusion
This paper aims to make Japanese learners be able to analyse the creation of short story
or to understand the nature of short stories. Three stories of three different authors are used in
this study. According to the results. It is found out that Japanese short stories are created with
good imaginations and the authors use suitable backgrounds for each plot. These facts reveal
that all the writers have high imagination power. Therefore, students can study Japanese

literature and the skillful creations of authors in these three short stories
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