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An Investigation into ¢ Word Formation using Prefixes in Japanese
Language’

Win Win Than' , Zaw Min Win?
Abstract

This paper presents the structure of words in the Japanese Language, especially the word
formation by adding prefixes from the affixation system prior to a morpheme. Describing word
formation in the Japanese Language, the word formation in terms of adding prefixes in the
Japanese Language is presented with examples. By means of this relating to word formation
using prefixes in Japanese Language, it could be revealed that the types of word formation using
prefixes, and whether word classes and meanings of the original morphemes are changed by
adding prefixes.
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Introduction

This paper is about the word formation by adding prefixes in Japanese Language. In
describing this , word formation by adding prefixes in Japanese Language, word formation by
adding prefixes of Chinese words, word formation by adding prefixes in Loanwords are
presented.

Literature Review

Different definitions on prefixes by Japanese researchers can be found. Prefix means “It
is a part of word-formation”, “A part which changes the meaning of morpheme”, and “a part in
a group of words”. In fact, the specifications of Japanese language’s prefixes are most of the
prefixes in Japanese Language are dependent, but other independent words are also used as
prefixes, there is no grammatical change in morpheme by adding prefixes, and there are many
words which can be used as prefixes.

Most of the Japanese language’s nature and grammatical structures are similar with that
of Myanmar. In terms of adding prefixes, different nature can be seen unlike with Myanmar.
So, it is necessary for Japanese language teachers to comprehend the specifications of Japanese
language that are different from their mother tongue. Thus, teaching different nature of
Japanese language that is different from mother tongue of the learners can reinforce their
understanding towards the language they learn.

Aim
It is aimed to convince that the meanings of words are more emphasized by the word

formation by adding prefixes in the structure of words in Japanese Language, changing to
another meaning, and the grammatical types of original morphemes remain originally.

Research Question

What characteristics relating to changing grammar types and meanings of the original
morphemes can be seen in the word formation by adding prefixes from word formation of
Japanese Language?

What special features can be seen in the structure of words?
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Materials and Method

This paper employed analytical descriptive method in finding out how words are
changed in word formation by adding prefixes in Japanese Language from the structural,
grammatical, semantic point of view.

A Study on Japanese Language and Word formation

Word formation means forming a new word by adding affixes to a morpheme or by
doubling the morpheme. In terms of this, form of the original morpheme and/or the meaning
are changed. The grammar types are sometimes changed, but neither of them occurs in some
cases. In changing a word of a certain grammar type to another one, it can be formed from a
verb to a noun, from a noun to an attribute of a noun, from an attribute of a noun to an attribute
of a verb, from a noun to a verb. The types of word formation are as follow;

1. Class changing word formation
2. Non-class changing word formation

Class changing word formation means the formation of new word by means of
affixation system or another one. In forming like this, the grammatical category of a new word
changes from the original morpheme.

Non-class changing word formation means the formation of a new word by means of
affixation system or another one. In forming like this, the grammatical category of new word
does not change from the original morpheme. It was found that word formation can be done by
two systems and it can only be revealed in Japanese Language. They are-

1. affixation
2. doubling

These two main systems can be found in word formation of Japanese Language.
Word formation by affixation in Japanese Language

Affixation means new word formation by adding prefix, suffix, and infix to a
morpheme. In Japanese Language, there are three systems of word formation by adding affix.
They are-

1. Word formation by adding a prefix
2. Word formation by adding an infix
3. Word formation by adding a suffix

This paper presents the part of word formation by adding prefixes in Japanese Language. It is
generally divided into three parts. They are-

1. Word formation by adding prefixes in Japanese Language
2. Word formation by adding prefixes to Chinese words
3. Word formation by adding prefixes in Loanwords

Word formation by adding prefixes in Japanese Language

By adding Japanese prefixes in front of noun, verb and adjective morphemes, the new
words which change meaning of the original morpheme can be formed. From semantic point of
view, it can be categorized as following. They are-

1. prefixes offering another meaning

2. prefixes emphasized by meaning of original morphemes
3. prefixes that do not change meanings

4. prefixes that convey polite meaning
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Prefixes offering another meaning

By adding Japanese prefixes in front of noun and adjective morphemes, the new words
which changes meaning of the original morpheme can be formed. The following prefixes are
those which can mean purity or plain status on the meanings of original morphemes. The

examples are as followed.

Prefix + Noun » Noun

Ki ito kiito

- AwSee Ay co000

ES il RE

Su ashi suashi
aCaxXmnu aJcAvm

E i =19

Ma kokoro magokoro
QO _C ° QO ¢ ¢

- Lleal-levk bleslyler

These examples show that the word classes are not changed though the meanings are

changed.

It was found that new words can be formed by adding prefixes describing quantity (few

or many). The examples are as follow;

Prefix + Noun » Noun
Oo ame ooame
_ 2;,3 riu,
N PN FR
Ko inu koinu
- ac, ac,uav,
Prefix + adj » adj
N 5 ALY 119 5Ly
Ko urusai kourusai _
- gnaon tenl, gnaon

Prefixes emphasized by the meaning of original morphemes
By adding prefixes in front of noun, verb, and adjective morphemes, the new words

emphasized by the meaning of original morphemes can be formed. The examples are as
follow;

Prefix + Noun » Noun
E lins JEiine
Do kimo dogimo
- &&iaonpw"nw tér;&&iaompw' ' nw
Prefix + verb » verb
= HEZ25 EH 2D
Sashi osaeru sashiosaeru
- 8&)é gaelézgooozoaé
Prefix + adj > adj

L5 =) LB
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Ichi _hayai ichihayai
- jreaon tér;reaon
9 AL AN
Zu futoi zubutoi o
- Oaon ruEma)ynraonm
LT BFAHVALN UMFEFAYRLY
Ike sukanai ikesukanai
- ruluaon Vv, 0riuluaon

The aforementioned instances show adding prefixes to noun, verb, and adjective
morphemes does not change the word class, but they emphasized by the meaning of the

morphemes, and change the meaning of the words. It was found that new words can be found
in this way.

Prefixes that do not change meanings

In forming new words in terms of adding Japanese prefixes, the prefixes /sa/ and /ka/
are specific. Normally, adding prefixes changes the original morpheme as a new word
emphasized by the original meaning or a new word bearing a new meaning. Adding prefixes
/sa/ and /ka/ change the morphemes into new words without changing the meaning. The
examples are as follow;

Prefix + Noun » Noun
= % =
Sa eda saeda
C OC C OC
- evlylopler evloloplel
= RE SEE
Sa niwa saniwa
- ye;lc ye;lc
Prefix + adj > adj
h EE A HEE
Ka yowai kayowai
- then:aon then:;aon
yaN H HYR
Ka hosoi kahosoi
ocC ocC
- 0$206D 0$206D

Though adding prefixes /sa/ and /ka/ to a noun or an adjective can form new words,
word classes are not changed and they are not used in spoken Japanese language. It was found
that this kind of word formation is used only in written Japanese language at present.

Prefixes that convey polite meaning

In Japanese Language, new words bearing polite meaning can be formed by adding /o/,
/on/, /mi/ in front of verb, noun, and adjective morphemes. The examples are as follow;

Prefix + Noun »Moun
i) P S
@) cha ocha
- agak;lur; agak;lur;

{i 7= fEHTE
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Mi yuki miyuki
- c&;om|CI; c&;om|cI;
i) 5 isl=g

On mi onmi

- cEnu , cEnu ,
Prefix + adj » adj

{0 =20) {HREL

@) atsui oatsui

- yaorn yaorn

Among aforementioned prefixes which convey polite meaning, it can be seen that only
/o/ prefix is used widely in today spoken and written language. /o/ prefix is used as the polite
usage in dealing with elders, parents, teachers and in the context of ceremonies, and meetings.

Word formation by adding prefixes of Chinese Words

There are socio-historical relations between one language and another since prefixes of
Chinese Words are also used to form new words, not only using prefixes in Japanese
Language.

By adding prefixes in Chinese Language to verb, noun, and adjective morphemes, new
words that change the original meaning can be formed. Depending on the meanings of the new
formed words, they can be divided as follow;

1. prefixes emphasized the meaning
2. prefixes conveying negative meaning
3. prefixes conveying polite meaning

Prefixes emphasized by the meaning

It was found that new words with emphasized meaning can be formed by adding a noun
and an adjective in front of morphemes.

Prefix + Noun » Noun
2 = [B=C
Kyuu shiki kyuushiki
- yp ypa[ni;
= FIA B
Sai riyoo sairiyoo
i to;jyici; iyevnto;yici:
Prefix + adj » adj
PN LTI REFETSR
Dai sukina daisukina
- luluaom tériuluaon
PN R V3 P AN
Dai kiraina daikiraina
- re,aonm tér:re;aon

Although abovementioned prefixes in Chinese Words do not have original meaning and
are not used as separate words, it was found that they turn into a new word emphasized the
original meaning by adding them noun, and adjective morphemes with a great effect.
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Prefixes that convey negative meaning
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The specific thing relating with prefixes in Chinese Words is forming negative words.
The examples are as followe;

Prefix + Noun » Noun

= TIRE e

Fu manzoku fumanzoku

- ausey|Cl, rauey|cl,

JE K |7

Hi kooshiki hikooshiki

- w01 wem0ir [wict;
" (A BEX

Mu sahoo musahoo

- wi 0w wi0wréict;
Mi touroku mitouroku

- rwywliicl, rwyrwiicl,
Prefix + adj » adj

= Sz TEHS
Fu jiyuuna fujiyuuna

- VWVYaorn rNvywwyaorl
3E RIS E|SHle2: A

Hi kagakutekina hikagakutekina

- oyen;vr;uiaof oyen;vr;uiaon

According to the above examples, in forming words of negative meaning, Chinese
words prefixes are used. In forming new words by adding these prefixes, morphemes bearing
positive meanings are changed into negative but the word classes are the same. It can be seen
that most of the root morphemes are noun morphemes.
Prefixes that convey polite meaning

New words bearing polite meaning can be formed by adding Chinese Words prefixes
/gyo/ and /go/. The examples are as follow;

Prefix + Noun »  Noun
1t E323 1R
Go kazoku gokazoku
- romp romp
{0 x A3
Gyo 1 gyoi
- Ttowtpn, Ttowtpn,
Prefix + verb » verb
{0 HFALEY HEALFT
Go annaishimasu goannaishimasu
- vr;neon vr;neon
Prefix + adj » adj
il HyE {HRRIY R
Go shinsetsuna goshinsetsuna

luremaon

luremaon
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Aforementioned prefixes conveying polite meaning are used widely not only in spoken
language also in written alternative. The prefix /go/ is employed extensively in Japanese
community and /gyo/ for the royal clans’ usage.

Word formation by adding prefixes in Loanwords

It was found that new words can be formed by adding prefixes in Loanword
morphemes in Japanese Language. The examples are as follow;

Prefix + Noun » Noun
E&t= JAV.S A0\
Micro bus microbus
- bwpun; bwpun tao;
== MY T/
Mini bike i minibike_
- armawngiuiu , armawngiu, tao;
= n| AL FOrA— )L
Kilo meter kilometer
2] Q0 0o
- xTops) ealev(2leps)
=) vk 2YYykIL
Milli liter milli-liter
o 0 0 o
- QOO XTab]ab]0ns)

According to previous examples, it was seen that new words emphasized the original
meanings can be formed. The root morphemes are noun morphemes. Moreover, new words can
be formed in front of measurement unit. By adding prefixes, new words emphasized the
original meanings are maintained though the word classes are the same.

Findings

According to previous examples, it was shown that there are many types in forming
new words by adding prefixes in Japanese Language. It was investigated that new words by
adding prefixes are emphasized the original meaning, forming a new meaning, and maintaining
the original morphemes. In forming words conveying polite meanings, not only Japanese
language prefixes but also Chinese Words prefixes are employed.

Discussion

In studying word formation in Japanese language, affixation is widely deployed. In
forming new words by adding prefixes, it can be reflected as the following from grammatical
point of view. Prefixes are extensively used with noun, verb and adjective morphemes, and
there are myriads of prefixes. New words formed by adding prefixes change the meaning of
original morphemes, weight the meaning of original morphemes, and point out the meaning of
original morphemes. However, adding prefixes does not change grammar type of the root
morphemes. Hence, in forming new words by adding prefixes in Japanese Language, there is
only non-class changing word formation. It is reflected that class changing word formation
does not exist in Japanese Language.

Conclusion

In studying word formation by adding prefixes in Japanese language, it revealed the
types of prefix and the specification of adding prefix system. Depending on these findings, it is
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advisable for the teachers for inventing more comprehensive teaching systems and using the
comparative study on Japan and Myanmar word formation.
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