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An Analysis of Word Formation using Suffixes in Japanese
Language

Zaw Min Win'

Abstract

This paper presents the structure of words in the Japanese Language, the word formation by
adding suffixes from the affixation system after a morpheme. Describing word formation in the
Japanese Language, the word formation in terms of adding suffixes in the Japanese Language is
presented with examples. By means of this relating to word formation using suffixes in Japanese
Language, it could be revealed that the types of word formation using suffixes, and whether
grammar types and meanings of the original morphemes are changed by adding suffixes.
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Introduction

This paper studies the word formation by adding suffixes in Japanese Language and in
terms of three different ways: word formation by adding suffixes, word formation by adding
suffixes in Chinese Words.

Literature Review

Different definitions on suffixes by Japanese researchers can be found. Suffix means “It
is a part of word-formation”, “A part which changes the meaning of morpheme”, and “a part in
a group of words”. In fact, the specifications of Japanese language’s suffixes are most of the
suffixes in Japanese Language are dependent, but other independent words are also used as
suffixes, there is a grammatical change in morpheme by adding suffixes, and there are many
words which can be used as suffixes.

Most of the Japanese language’s nature and grammatical structures are similar with that
of Myanmar. In terms of adding suffixes, different nature can be seen unlike with Myanmar.
So, it is necessary for Japanese language teachers to comprehend the specifications of Japanese
language that are different from their mother tongue. Thus, teaching different nature of
Japanese language that is different from mother tongue of the learners can reinforce their
understanding towards the language they learn.

Hence, this paper is going to present about adding suffixes from the grammatical
structure point.

Aim
It is aimed to reveal word formation by adding suffixes in Japanese Language, to
reinforce the teaching by convincing the nature of Japanese language well.
Research Question

What characteristics relating to changing word class and meanings of the original morphemes
can be seen in the word formation by adding suffixes in word formation of Japanese
Language?
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Materials and Method

This paper employed analytical descriptive method in finding out how new words are
formed by adding suffixes in Japanese Language from the structural, grammatical and
semantic point of view.

Analysis of Word Formation in Japanese Language

Word formation means forming a new word by adding affixes to a morpheme or by
doubling the morpheme. In this process, form of the original morpheme and/or the meaning of
the word changes, or word classes are sometimes changed and sometimes neither of them
occurs. In forming a word by changing word classes, a word can be changed from a verb to a
noun, from a noun to an attribute of noun, from an attribute of noun to an attribute of verb, or
from a noun to a verb. The types of word formation are as follow;

3. Class changing word formation
4. Non-class changing word formation

Class changing word formation means the formation of a new word by means of
affixation system or another one. In forming like this, the grammatical category of a new word
changes from the original morpheme to a new one.

Non-class changing word formation means the formation of new word by means of
affixation system or another one. In forming like this, the grammatical category of a new word
does not change from the original morpheme. It was found that word formation can be done by
two systems and it can only be revealed in Japanese Language. They are-

3. affixation
4. doubling

These two main systems can be seen in word formation of Japanese Language.
Word formation by affixation in Japanese Language

Affixation means new word formation by adding prefix, suffix, and infix to a
morpheme. In Japanese Language, there are three systems of word formation by adding an
affix. They are-

4. Word formation by adding a prefix
5. Word formation by adding an infix
6. Word formation by adding a suffix

This paper presents only the system of word formation by adding a suffix in Japanese
Language. Word formation by adding suffix in Japanese Language can be generally divided
into two parts. They are-

4. Word formation by adding suffixes in Japanese Language
5. Word formation by adding suffixes in Chinese Words

Word formation by adding suffixes in Japanese Language

By adding Japanese suffixes after noun, verb and adjective morphemes, the new words
which change meaning and word class of the original morpheme can be formed. In changing
word class of original morphemes, it can be categorized as following. They are-

5. suffixes that make new nouns

6. suffixes that make new verbs

7. suffixes that make new adjectives
8. suffixes that make new adverbs
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Suffixes that make new nouns

By adding suffixes after noun, verb, and adjective morphemes, the change of meaning
occurs and new nouns can be formed.

For examples;
Verb + Suffix
HEEET

Kakimasu
G€F338§
EXFT
eepaae§

Adj +
R

nagai

ﬂe§eaaa
Hu
amai

Q?".GODO

noun +
B
otona

eo
(038
IL

AN
iya
085200538

T
kake

< <
OO§8C0§8

o

U-CO &

Suffix

Sa

mi

Suffix
i
ge

)
ke

Noun

X MT
kakikake

CQEL030
HETT

¢
CoP s

v

Noun
B
nagasa
Q5
H A
amami

%9,

> Noun

BepT
otonage

Q. o ']c Q
C\R@SQGO (TJ@CS

AP
iyake

Q Q o _Q
Shlenieslcleneliep)

It was found that new plural nouns can be formed without changing the original

meaning. For example;

It was found that new plural nouns can be formed without changing the original

meaning. For example;
noun +

F Ik
Kazoku

Q
020230

T

Suffix
<D H
gurumi

<% A

> Noun

FIE< % I
kazokugurumi

O o
U)@ODQ?OEC\P?

iy < % A
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machi

(o]
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Hrl=

Anata
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otona

Q
QO(J2
iL
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gurumi machigurumi
O o
- 0(§),0%:
b YA s
tachi anatatachi
C [o]
- 6C30)
-5 N
tachi otonatachi
Q
- C\I)L[—BSQ_P‘,

Looking at the aforementioned examples, adding suffixes change original morphemes.
Moreover, except noun morphemes, verbs and adjectives change not only original meanings
but also word classes.

Suffixes that make new verbs

By adding suffixes in front of a noun, a verb, and an adjective morphemes, the new
words of new meaning and word class can be formed. The examples are as follow;

noun +

1/\7L£7j>
Inaka

Yopp)
HH

Ase

ey

Adj +
Sh Ly
Ureshii
0850006200

BVAA
Furui

cuME&ieo00
verb +
Te_ET
Tabemasu
033333[3_3

N ET
Kakimasu

Suffix > verb
CH D W2 C I D
jimiru inakajimiru
o [y c
- eooocgcscﬂoooop_a
EEE HE T
bamu asebamu
- egjsogcﬁwé
Suffix > verb
N5 IILLND
garu ureshigaru
- oézwooé',oop_s
(O BN
biru furubiru
C C c
- S{6anleti>Havaloblel
Suffix > verb
D5 7= Dl F A
tuskeru tabetsukeru
[N <
- ®oze§cq|[§o):>ap_o
=7 MmE S
sasu kakisasu
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g . S Q___¢ c. 0
GGISOD& OD%%C\):?%GIOOD& GGTSOD’.)Z@C%(T?

From the above examples, it was found that new verbs which change the meaning of
original verb morpheme but not word class are formed by adding suffix. For noun and
adjective morphemes, adding suffixes to them change both meaning and word class, turning to
new verbs. In forming new verbs by adding suffixes, noun morphemes are mostly used.

Suffixes that make new adjectives

By adding suffixes in front of a noun, a verb, and an adjective morphemes, the new
adjectives of new meaning and word class can be formed. The examples are as follow;

noun + Suffix > adj

L 5 LLY oL
Otoko rashii otokorashii
Gooooqlgz aoé'%eoa:) ewocq%:aoﬁseooo
AN i CELW BAHESCELL
Namida gumashii namidagumashii

N c C c C
N (REN S - QIO OY§)eCO20
63938@56333

Adj + Suffix » adj

acka A 21X PF o (XL

Yasui ppoi yasuppoi
Gq:eo']eoao - eqlze&o@(?ed](f)eoao
1A HHML LY SBHHMLLY

Furui mekashii furumekashii

C C C C C

GUIDCI§BIEAD - 326)03602DC§O:EI0D
verb + Suffix > adj

ExFT [Z< Ly EEFICW

quoaé 2096000 eq:qao%eoa:)
gxET BFL ExOFL
quoaé cgoSeoao Gq:chcﬁeoao

The above examples show that new adjectives which change the meaning of original
verb morpheme but not its word class are formed by adding suffix. For noun and adverb
morphemes, adding suffixes to them change both meaning and word class, turning to new
adjectives. It can be seen that there are many suffixes which can form new adjectives by
adding noun morphemes.

Suffixes that make new adverbs

It was found that new adverbs can be formed by adding suffixes after noun morphemes.
As for examples,
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noun +
B
Michi
C
QoS
REW
Mimai

C
C\Ré’JGGo@Co

The previous examples indicate new words which change meaning and grammar types
can be formed by adding suffix to noun morphemes.
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Suffix
TS

sugara

MN=Ht=

katagata

adverb

EYAD
michisugara

v

mé:ecwocﬁq&:
RN AT
mimaikatagarta

C
(\|DL§’JGG‘,61C°

Word formation by adding suffixes in Chinese Words

Not only suffixes in Japanese Language also those in Chinese Words are used extensively in

forming new words in Japanese language by adding suffix.

The examples are as follow;

noun +

=4t

Kaisha
Q
NV
LO
—H
Ichinichi

06§,

verb +

BNET

Tukaremasu
[ c

0CO§:20D0

PhYET

Wakarimasu

@:):cop_Soaé

adj +
e YA
Koofuku
[ " C
qugcsne:c;@c;ooo
LE I A
Zannenna

Qo _¢ C
(h]epl<]~{e paleri~i0ws]

Suffix

=]

=

Suffix
KUK
gimi
RE
shidai

Suffix

nn

kan

EB
shogoku

» npoun

E-L =]
kaishain
Q _ ¢ C
MYAW0§06:
—HBh
ichinichijuu

SplarYat

» noun
RN KR
tuskaregimi
oEo%:wC\%ém:g@&
PhY RE
wakarishidai

Q. Q_¢
0|Cs

»noun
Sk
koofukukan
c _C C QO Co
Gcﬂogc:ﬂese[éeooomooem:gg
REEE

zannenshigoku

396152803@6(7)388@5@02
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The aforementioned instances show adding suffixes in Chinese Language to noun,
verb, and adjective morphemes results in forming new nouns. The new words are those
meaning another one and emphasized original meaning.

Findings

According to aforementioned examples, forming words by adding suffixes in Japanese
Language is the wide use of Chinese and Japanese Language suffixes, forming new nouns,
adjectives, verbs, and adverbs by adding Japanese Language suffixes, and forming new nouns
by adding Japanese Language suffixes. It was investigated that new words by adding suffixes
are emphasized the original meaning, forming a new meaning, changing word classes of
original morphemes and most of the added-morphemes are nouns.

Discussion

In forming new words by adding suffixes, it can be reflected from grammatical and
semantic point of view. New words can be formed by adding suffixes to noun, verb, adjective,
and adverb morphemes. They are new words that emphasized the meaning and also those
changed in terms of meaning totally. It can be seen that in forming new words by adding
suffixes in Japanese Language, there are both Class and Non-class changing word-formations
since the word classes of new words are changed in many ways.

Conclusion

In studying word formation by adding suffixes in Japanese language, it was revealed
that these are different types of prefix and the specification of adding prefix system are also
discussed. Depending on these findings, it would be advisable for the teachers to invent more
comprehensive teaching systems and they do more comparative study on Japanese and
Myanmar word formation.
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